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HOUSING SUBSIDY 


HE terms of the Housing Subsidy to be made 

available to local authorities were made known last 
week when the Housing (Financial and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill was presented to the House of Commons. 
They are generous terms. Will they prove effectual in 
achieving the Government’s purpose, in getting the 
houses built? A relatively brief perusal of the Bill 
suggests that this is at least doubtful. 

The standard subsidy is to be £16 10s. Od: per annum 
from the National Exchequer plus £5 10s. 0d. per annum 
from the local rates in respect of each house, to continue 
over a period of 60 years. This is equivalent to a total 
capital subsidy of £594 per house,and may be generally 
taken as the difference between the pre-war cost of a 
house of this size and the present cost. Local authorities 
are to let the houses in urban areas (where the standard 
subsidy applies) at 10s. per week. 

Everything will, of course, depend upon the cost of 
the house. If we take the size that is becoming widely 
standardised—namely, 950 ft. super—at the low tender 
price of 22s. per ft. super, we obtain a construction price 
of £1,045 (subject to the ability of the local authority to 
obtain the fitments, fittings and other materials mean- 
time provided for by p.c. items in the tender price at a 
cost within the sum total of these p.c. items). To this 
construction cost there must be added the cost of land, 
roads and sewers, for which a very low estimate would be 
£155 per house; it may well be £250 or £275, according 
to the value of land upon which the houses are built. 
This low cost for these services cannot be achieved 
unless many local authorities modify their specifications 
for private street works, or, alternatively, waive these 
specifications in their own favour. The cost of the house 
should also include a provision for architect’s fees, 
services of clerks of works, legal charges on conveyance 
of land and other professional services, which may well 
amount in the aggregate to £50 per house. 

We thus arrive at a price of £1,250 for a house of 
950 ft. super. We believe the average tenders during the 
current year will bring the inclusive cost of houses, 
land, roads and sewers to a figure substantially higher 
than this. 

Look now at the financial problem of the local authori- 
ties. Against a total cost of £1,250 they will receive 
a grant equal to £594, leaving £656 to be found by local 
borrowing. The repayment of this borrowed money at 
3} per cent. over 60 years will involve in sinking fund 
and interest charges an annual outgoing of £25 Is. per 
house. If the house is let at 10s. per week, this leaves 
19s. per annum for repairs, cleaning, maintenance, 


.management and risk of voids. Certainly there may not 





be any voids—that is to say,empty houses—during the 
next few years, but over a period of sixty years it would 
be wise to make an adequate provision. Local authority 
estimates generally vary between 20 per cent. and 25 
per cent. of the rental to cover maintenance, management 
and voids. If these estimates should hold good—and 
there is no reason why they should not in the case of 
houses built under these subsidy proposals—the net 
rental to the local authority will be only 8s. per week, 


or £29 16s. per annum, against interest and sinking 
fund charges of £25 ls. Thus an annual loss to the 
local authority of £4 5s. will be involved over and above 
the £5 10s. subsidy which they must find from local 
rates for sixty years. 

Therefore, we are inclined to think that local authori- 
ties will not find the subsidy terms so generous as may 
at first sight appear. They may be forced to keep a 
watchful eye upon their rate position, and, however com- 
mendable their caution may be, it may result in a hesi- 
tancy which would have harmful effects upon the early 
provision of houses. 

In addition to the standard subsidy, the Bill provides 
for special subsidies for agricultural areas and additional 
subsidies where blocks of flats are developed on costly 
sites. On certain assumptions as to the distribution of 
new housing accommodation as between the types 
attracting the various rates of subsidy, it is estimated 
that the annual Exchequer charge in respect of subsidies 
will be approximately £2,050,000 for every 100,000 
dwellings produced, and that the total charge on local 
rates for the same number of houses will be £615,000. 

The Ministry have pointed out that the present 

proposals compare with pre-war subsidies of £5 10s. 
trom the National Exchequer and £2 15s. from the 
local rates, making a total subsidy of £8 5s. per house, 
which continued for forty years. This, however, is 
not the full story. In the six years before the war 
four houses were being built by private commercial 
enterprise without any financial assistance whatever 
either from the Government or from local authorities 
for every one that received subsidy. That is to say, 
five houses were built for a total annual subsidy of 
£8 5s, which subsidy would terminate after forty 
years. Under the present Bill circumstances may 
well be created which will make it impossible for 
a builder to cater for the owner-occupier, and, of course, 
without a subsidy the builder cannot afford to build 
for renting. Concentration upon the provision of 
houses by local authorities will, therefore, result in 
every five houses costing not £8 5s. per annum, as 
before the war, but £110 per annum, a burden which 
must be found by the man-in-the-street in his capacity 
as ratepayer and taxpayer,and which he will have to 
pass on to his children’s children for the next sixty 
years. 
" Whatever the answer may be to the housing 
problem, it certainly does not appear that it is to be 
found in the unilateral subsidising of local authority 
activity. 

We have not been able to do more than comment 
in very general terms upon this Bill, which we fear 
will have a very mixed reception. It may be modified 
in its passage through Parliament; its provisions 
relating to Housing Associations may be extended ; 
it may even be that a clause will be added to extend 
some of its benefits to the owner-occupier—but we 
hardly think so. Meantime, we await with interest 
the Minister’s statement as to the number of houses 
built or building at the end of January. 
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SIR HERBERT BAKER, R.A. 


A MEMOIR 
BY A FRIEND. 


WHEN a man like Herbert Baker dies, one’s first 
thought is not of his achievements as an architect but 
of the man himself, the man whom we have lost. Direct 
simplicity of character and an endearing charm of per- 
sonality made for him warm friends wherever he went and 
in whatever circle he found himself. To the end there was 
something almost boyish in his manner and a complete 
absence of the pomposity and self-esteem which might so 
easily have sprung from his eminent position and his far- 
spread achievement. He was fundamentally a modest 
man and far more interested in other people and in causes 
dear to him than in himself. The character that brought 
him the trust and the affectionate friendship of such widely 
differing personalities as Cecil Rhodes and Lawrence of 
Arabia never failed him in the 60 years of his active life 
‘and work. A friend who worked with him in India has 
written on the news of his death :— 

**Tower and dome and colonnade 
Spread your fame among three nations; 
Your courage and your sweetness made 
A palace lovelier than your famed creations.” 


‘*Courage and sweetness.” These are the qualities that 
will always stand out in the memories of his friends. His 
courage was displayed at its best when, in old age, a sudden 
paralysing blow seemed to have ended his activity for 
ever. He just faced it and conquered it without complaint, 
and with the same heroic firmness that marked the 
triumph of Franklin Roosevelt. It was no ordinary man 
to whom Lawrence turned for refuge at a bad moment 
in his life, when the impulse to hide from the world and 
to evade the calls which it made upon him was for a time 
an overmastering one. And the ‘“‘sweetness”’ of which 
his friend speaks shone out when circumstances for which 
he was not. to blame put him at cross purposes with one 
whom he had loved and admired as a master from the days 
of his youth. 

To say that he was a great architect is to claim for con- 
temporary criticism ‘a verdict which can only be sustained 
by the judgment of future ages. His output was so vast 
and varied that inevitably some of it must have fallen 
below his highest standard. But it is safe to say that some 
of it was indubitably great and that the mysterious quality 
of genius marked his finest work. His Government Building 
at Pretoria is a masterpiece not unworthy to be spoken of 
in the same breath as Lutyens’s Viceroy’s House at Delhi, 
and his War Memorial Cloister at Winchester College is 
just perfect. It is not easy to say what makes its perfection, 
but no one who sees it can have any doubts. 

He had done most of his best work by the time he had 
reached the age of 50. In twenty years he had created the 
architecture of South Africa. He had done two great 
things. He had reminded a rather raw colonial people that 
they had in their midst examples of old building of far 
greater merit than anything that the 19th century had 
produced, and he had been given the opportunity of 
developing a style which grew out of and was linked up 
with that finer work of the 17th and 18th centuries. To 
remind a somewhat material-minded people that they had 
an architectural past of which they had a right to be proud 
was a service to the soul of South Africa, the value of which 
can easily be underestimated. His second great service 
looked to the future as the first looked to the past. By 
the public buildings which he designed he taught the 
lesson that a proud people should demonstrate its pride 
not merely by the accumulation of wealth and luxurious 
living, but by the creation of noble monuments of archi- 
tecture. He was never betrayed into the ambition to create 
something completely novel which should immortalise his 
name. He had a reverence for all that was best in the 
architecture of the past, and he was content to carry on 
great traditions with the necessary adaptation to meet the 
conditions of climate and use with which he was faced. 

Baker’s work in the thirty years after his return from 
South Africa was in a sense an anti-climax. He covered a 
vast field, but it was a field in which other men were doing 
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SIR HERBERT BAKER, K.C.I.E., R.A. 
From a portrait purchased by the Rhodes Trust for presentation 
to the National Gallery of South Africa at Capetown. The 
picture is a replica of the original portrait by Mr. Charles H. 
Thompson. 


similar work, and as age crept on he perhaps lost some- 
thing of the fresh vigour and imagination that had marked 
the work of his prime. The burden of creation on a vast 
scale was becoming a little too heavy for him, though he 
never for a moment lost his enthusiastic devotion to each 
new enterprise that was entrusted to him. And he never 
wavered in his loving interest in the details of craftsman- 
ship and interior decoration, or in his kindly fostering of 
the individual talent of the craftsmen whom he gathered 
around him, The story of his career can be briefly told. 
Born in 1862 and educated at Tonbridge, that great nursery 
of cricketers, he was articled to Mr. Arthur Baker and 
worked in the evening school of the Architectural Associa- 
tion. While an assistant in the office of George and Peto, 
he studied in the Royal Academy School of Architecture 
and won the Ashpitel Prize of the R.I.B.A., awarded io 
the most successful student in the final examinations of 
the year. At the age of 30 he moved to South Africa and 
quickly attracted the notice of Cecil Rhodes, then at the 
height of his fame and power. They became devoted 
friends, and Baker was given the chance of embodying 
in his buildings and monuments the vast and vague ideals 
of his patron. He restored and rebuilt at Cape Town 
Groote Schuur, Rhodes’s own Dutch mansion, and soon 
** Baker houses” were springing up all over the Colony. 
He designed the Rhodes Tomb in the Matoppos and the 
Rhodes Memorial on Table Mountain, and his other South 
African work included the great Union Buildings, Govern- 
ment House, the Cathedral and the Railway Station at 
Pretoria, the Cathedrals at Salisbury and Cape Town, the 
South African Institute of Medical Research, and the 
Union Club at Johannesburg. In some of this work he was 
associated with Mr. Masey and Mr. Fleming. In India 
he was the designer of the Secretariats and the Legislative 
Buildings at Delhi, and after the first World War he was 
one of the principal architects of the War Graves Com- 
mission, and himself designed many war memorials in 
France and Great Britain. Then began a vast London 
practice. India House in Aldwych, South Africa House in 
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Trafalgar Square, Martin’s Bank and Glyn Mills and Com- 
pany in Lombard-street, the Royal Empire Society in 
Northumberland-avenue, Church House in Westminster, 
and the new Bank of England—all these are examples of 
Baker’s later manner, and the critics have had much to 
say about them and about the new Rhodes House at 
Oxford. But it is primarily on his work overseas 


future fame will depend. 


Baker’s eminence was fully recognised and rewarded 
during his lifetime. He became an Associate of the Royal 
Academy in 1922 and a Royal Academician in 1932. 
1926 he was knighted, and in 1927 he was awarded, on the 
recommendation of the R.I.B.A., the Royal Gold Medal for 
Architecture, and received it from the hands of the Presi- 
dent :in the présence of a group of ex-Viceroys and 
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that his effectively. 
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ex-Governor-Generals for whom he had worked in India 
He was created a K.C.I.E. in 1930 and an 
Honorary D.C.L. of Oxford in 1937. He was for fifty-six 
years a loyal member of the R.I.B.A., having been elected 
an Associate in 1890 and a Fellow in 1900, and he served 
on the Council for several years. 
In 1934 he published a volume devoted to 
Cecil Rhodes, and in 1945 a volume of memoirs entitled 
‘Architecture and Personalities.” 
seen under letters to The Times on subjects that were dear 
to him, and especially in the matter of the preservation 
of natural beauty and of buildings of historic or archi- 
tectural importance. 

On February 13 his ashes were deposited in Westminster 
Abbey, where a Memorial Service was held. 


He could use his pen 


His name was often 








NOTES AND NEWS 
R.1.B/A. Lecture on Mexican Planning. 

On Tuesday, February 19, there will be 
a lecttire on Mexican planning and archi- 
tecture ‘by Senor Don Carlos Contreras. 
The lecture has been arranged jointly by 
the R,I,B.A. and the British Council, and 
will take place at the R.I.B.A., 66, Port- 
land-place, at 6 p.m, 

Senor Contreras was born in Mexico in 
1892 and has studied in the United States. 
He has been Professor of City Planning in 
the National University of Mexico; he is 
au Honorary Member of the Town Plan- 


ning “nstitute” of Great Britain’ and the © 


American Institute of Architects. He 
represented the Mexican Government at 
the International Housing Conference held 
in London in 1935, and was President of 
the International Housing and Town 
Planning Conference held in Mexico in 
1938. Senor Contreras has brought many 
slides illustrating modern architecture and 
planning in Mexico. The lecture is free, 
and all members of the profession and their 
friends are welcome. 


Northern Ireland’s Housing Code. 

Tue Ministry of Health and Local 
Government, Northern Ireland, has made 
Regulations under the Housing Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1945, laying down the 
procedure to be observed by local authori- 
ties and the Housing Trust in letting 
houses under the current housing pro- 
gramme. ‘These Regulations have been 
devised to ensure that new houses will not 
be seriously overcrowded. A house with 
one living-room and three bedrooms may 
be rented to a family of eight persons if 
two of the children are under 10 years of 
age, but otherwise the maximum family 
to which this house may be rented is six. 
For each additional living-room or bed- 
room these figures may be increased by 
two. The Regulations are also framed 
with the object of seeing that houses of 
five rooms or more are not let to small 
families. For five-room houses, the mini- 
mum size of family to which they may be 
let is six; but married couples or small 
families will, if they need housing accom- 
modation for one of the reasons laid down 
in the Regulations, be eligible for the 
four-room and smaller houses which are 
to be built in due proportion to the total 
programme. These rules apply only when 
the house is being let, and if the family 
alters in size after having been accepted 
as tenants, the tenancy is not in any way 
affected. 


Selection of Tenants. 

An interesting feature of the Regula- 
tions is the method to be adopted by local 
authorities and the Housing Trust in 
selecting tenants. The Regulations carry 
out the intention of Parliament in pro- 
viding that preference shall be given on 
a test of need of housing accommodation. 
This is the first time that this principle 
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has been embodied in the Northern Ireland 
Housing Code, and its effect is that appli- 
cations for houses will be divided into 
categories according to needs. There will 
have to be a measure of preference for 
people who are at present sharing houses 
of which they are neither owner or tenant. 
The Local Authorities and Housing Trust 
will have to keep lists of applicants, show- 
ing how they stand in relation to the 
various matters upon which preference 
can be given. This will involve the use of 
@ points system, so that persons whose 
need is greatest can be readily distin- 
guished, and so that preference can be 
given to ex-Servicemen and bombed-out 
families. 


Commonwealth Fund Fellowships. 
Corres of the memorandum and form of 
application for the Commonwealth Fund 
Fellowships may be obtained, free, on 
application to the Secretary to the Com- 
mittee of Award, Commonwealth Fund 





COMING EVENTS 


Friday, February 15. 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. Mr. 
T. . Beacham on “ High-Pressure Gear 
Pumps.” Storey’s-gate, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 19. 

Cuapwick Pusiic Lecture. Mr. A. G. G. 
Thompson on “ Land Utilisation in Relation to 
Hoes Health.” 26, Portland-place, W.1. 


, .m. 

RLBA. AND BritisH CouncIL. Senor Don 
Carlos Contreras on ‘“ Mexican Planning and 
Architecture.” 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 20. 

L.M.B.A. (CentraL No. 4 Area). Mr. F. H. 
Reid on “ Educating the Building Apprentice.” 
Chiesman’s Restaurant, Lewisham. 12.45 p.m. 

Thursday, February 21. 

Town AND CoUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 
Mr, A. V. Williams on “ The Bilston Venture.” 
28, King-street, S.W.1. 

ee it ge | 22, 

ASsocIATION FOR Screntiric PotoGrapHy, Mr. 
F. Tritton on ‘The Photographic Copying 
of Documents and Plans.” Royal Society of 
Arts, Adelphi. 6.30 p.m. 


Fellowships, 35, Portman-square, London, 
W.1 


The Commonwealth Fund of New York, 
founded in 1918 and supported by’ gifts 
from the late Mrs. Stephen V. Harkness, 
has established for British subjects a’num- 
ber of Fellowships tenable at certain 
American Universities. The Fellowships, 
which are available for architects, are 
confined to University graduates, but a 
graduate who is taking a course at a 
School of Architecture which is not a 
University School would be eligible to 
apply for a Fellowship. There’ is no fixed 
stipend, but the emolument attaching to 
each Fellowship, which is estimated at 
a minimum of approximately $3,500 for 
12 months, is calculated to cover the full 
expenses of residence, travel and study in 
the United States during the year. 


War Works Commission. 

Sm Wriuam Lerrcu, K.B.E., C.B., 
formerly Deputy Secretary of the Ministry 
of Works, has been appointed on a part- 
time basis Secretary of the War Works 
Commission. / 

An Architect’s Estate. 

Mr. ALexANDER Hunter CRAWFORD, 
F.R.I.B.A., of 21, Avenue-road, London 
(personal estate) left £417,393. 


Professional Announcements. 

Tue Essex County Arcuitect would be glad 
to receive new copies of all trade catalogues 
as soon as possible, addressed to him at the 
County Hall, Chelmsford. 

Mr. G. Norman Mippieton, A.R.1.B.A., is 
now established in practice at 7lc, Widmore- 
road, Bromley, Kent, where he would like to 
receivé trade catalogues, etc. f 

Mr. J. P. Tinoay, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Hon.Dip., 
is now in practice at Broughton House, 6, 7, 8, 
Sackville-street, London, W.1. Trade catalogues 


will be appreciated. 

Mr. .  Wryston Sparrow, M_.Inst.R.A., 
A.LA.A., _is| commencing practice at 134, 
Regents Park-road, N.3, and will be glad to 
receive catalogues. 

The normal practice of Messrs. W. Forses 
CampBpeLL & Partners (W. Forbes Campbell, 
F.R.S.A., F.LA.8., A. V. Pembroke, F.I.A.A., 
and A. E. Terry, F.1I.A.A.), architects and sur- 
veyors, temporarily suspended during the war 
in order to deal with work of national im- 
portance, has now recommenced, operating from 
307, West George-street, Blythswood-square, 
Glasgow, 0.2 (Tel.: City 6816). and 36, Victoria- 
street, Westminster, S8.W.1 (Tel.: Abbey 3346). 


From The Builder of 1846. 
Saturday, February 14, 1846. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Donaldson’s 
observations, Mr. Lucas, with a manly 
candour, greatly to his credit, admitted 
the weight of most of the objections; he 
had looked at the restoration as a sculptor 
not as an architect, and, moreover, had not 
seen the ruin. He was determined, how- 
ever, to make it a perfect work architec- 
turally also, if it were not so, and had 
arranged to visit Athens forthwith with 
that end in view. 

*.°The building- under this discussion [at the 

R.1.B.A.] was, one notes with surprise, the 
Parthenon which the said Mr. Lucas (it appears 
on his own responsibility) was proposing to 
restore “‘to the fulness of its original beauty 
and splendour.” 
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THE EXTERIOR, SHOWING THE TEMPORARY CANOPY AND THE 
FLAGS OF 5! NATIONS. 


THE NORMAL APPEARANCE OF THE CENTRAL HALL, LOOKING 
TOWARDS PLATFORM. 


UNO AT WESTMINSTER 
THE CENTRAL HALL IN A NEW GUISE 


BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


CrenTRAL Hatt, WESTMINSTER, IS WELL KNOWN TO THE 
building industry. Twice recently the accents of 
many counties have been heard in the great domed 
building as contractors and operatives, architects and 
surveyors, have raised their voices in protest against 
the sins of commission and omission of the British 
Government in general and of the Ministry of Works 
in particular. 

To-day, though no two building experts ever agree 
except to differ, there is no delegate to the B.I.N.C. 
Congresses who would not agree that the Ministry of 
Works have well adapted the Hall as a setting for the 
First Assembly of the United Nations Organisation. 

It may have been wondered why the Central Hall was 
chosen to house this historic Assembly. The answer is 
simple. It is the only hall in that area of London 
relatively unscathed by air raids and large enough to 
house the delegates, their secretaries and the reporters 
and broadcasters who give the peoples of the world a 
running commentary on their fate. 

Seventy days before the first meeting of the Dele- 
gates of 51 Nations was due to take place in the Central 
Hall of the Methodist Church, representatives of three 
divisions of the Directorate of Works (architectural, 
engineering and maintenance) went into conference 
with Supplies Division and officers of the Preparatory 
Commission to UNO. There was little time. Not only, 
was there an acute shortage of many materials but 
before any other work could be carried out by the 
comparatively small labour force available (94 men 
and 6 women) plans had to be made to spirit away a 
Y.M.C.A. canteen without interfering with the service 
given at ali hours of the day and night. A large 
part of the Central Hall building had long been used 
as a military hostel by Army Command in London, 
and the Y.M.C.A. had organised welfare services for 
the troops which included the cooking and serving of 
1,500 meals a day. The Ministry. of Works decided to 
transfer the canteen from the ground to a lower floor, 
and this necessitated the demolition of 32,400 cubic feet 


of reinforced brick air raid shelter walls in the base- 
ment. This having been achieved, a complete new 
kitchen with four gas cookers and hotplates was built 
on the site of the shelter in six days by men working 
on shifts through the 24 hours. Seventeen days after 
work had started, the new canteen was in operation 
and work had begun on the main job of redecoration. 


The main hall—the building was erected from the 
designs of Messrs. Lanchester and Rickards—is a 
spacious and lofty structure. An orchestra plat- 
form and organ fill one side of the hall. Galleries run 
round the other three sides. It was decided to mask 
the organ and to use the orchestra platform as a 
setting for the President’s table and chair. The body 
of the hall would be filled with tables and chairs for 
700 delegates and their advisers and be capable of 
accommodating a further 300 people. The galleries 
would hold a further 1,000 and be divided between the 
distinguished visitors, the general public and the 
reporters, newsreel cameramen and broadcasters of 
the world. The colour motif would be blue, gold and 
cream, and particular attention would be paid to 
obtaining a peaceful and dignified atmosphere. 

While the scheme was being drafted pians were made 
to clean and repaint the whole building from the 
top of its dome to floor level. Statisticians and 
historians may be interested to note that this involved 
the erection of 150 tons of steel scaffolding and about 
3,000 scaffold boards. The dome itself was repainted 
and the scaffolding removed in 43 days by a team of 
15 men. In ali two tons of ivory-cream distemper, 150 
gallons of flat oil paint, 50 gallons of full gloss cream 
paint, 2 gallons of flat varnish, one gallon of dark oak 
varnish, and 112lb. of stainers in oil were used. 


The organ was masked behind fluted cream and blue 
coloured fabric (900 yards of blue and 1,700 yards of 
cream), trimmed with gold. Dominating the whole 
assembly is the emblem of the United Nations. 
Heavily gilded and suspended by two gilt chains, the 
10 ft. plaster cast symbol of co-operation looks down 
on the delegates from its background of blue and gold. 
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On the platform is the President’s table and chair, 
the latter of walnut and covered with rose coloured 
silk damask. This chair is no newcomer to _ inter- 
national conferences. For many years it occupied a 
place of honour in the Locarno Conference Room at 
the Foreign Office. In the Central Hall it is flanked by 
two supporting chairs in the Louis XVI style—gilded 
frames and tapestry, covers. i 

The main body of the hall has been covered with 
1,000 square yards of beige Axminster pile, specially 
woven and dyed by the British carpeting industry. 
Altogether some 4,000 square yards of carpeting have 
been laid—all of which had to be “‘ found” at short 
notice. 

The tables and chairs in the body of the hall were 
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VIEW OF ASSEMBLY HALL 


THE BUILDER 


specially made for the Assembiy. The tables are in 
English oak and approximately, 450 cu. ft. of timber 
was used for their manufacture. Wisely the tables 
have not been covered but left with their natural 
attractive figure. The chairs are in bleached beech- 
wood, upholstered in blue cloth with gold braid. It 
was a nice thought of the Ministry’s to upholster these 
chairs with dyed blackout-material ! 

Considerable work has been carried out in the three 
galleries. In keeping with the main scheme of decora- 
tion the chairs were covered in the blue (black-out) 
cloth. In the central gallery two newsreel boxes have 
been set up and at the rear of the public gallery eight 
broadcast commentary boxes have been established. 

Particular attention had to be paid to the acoustic 
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PLAN OF ASSEMBLY HALL ARRANGED FOR UNO CONFERENCE. 


properties of the hall, so that there was no sound 
distortion and the broadcasters and newsreel cameras 
could not be heard by the delegates. In addition great 
pains have been taken fo provide good artificiai light- 
ing in the hall. A new fitting, 8 ft. in diameter, was 
designed for the centre of the hall. This fitting 
(having seven 1,000-watt lamps) can be lowered to 
increase the illumination of speakers when filming is 
in progress. A general increase of some 800 per cent. 
has been achieved in the iliumination of the hall, 
involving heavier wiring, fuseboards, etc. To make 
sure that all was well, a portable standby diesel elec- 
tric set was provided to enable meetings to continue 
in the event of main failure. 

Apart from the Assembly Hall there are a Confer- 
ence Room, with a large horseshoe table, committee 
rooms, lounges and rooms specially allocated to the 
President, the Secretary, General, the interpreters and 
first aid. 

Great care and attention have been devoted to the 
provision of communications both within the building 
itself and for the dissemination of news to the world. 
In addition to radio control rooms, radio observation 
boxes, recording and ‘“‘ play back” boxes, the three 
main cable companies have their own offices in the 
Central Hall. In the press writing room are two tele- 
printers. Sixty-eight telephone booths , have been 


allotted to the press, in addition to those allocated to 
the leading news agencies and five for direct com- 
munication overseas. ‘Sixteen booths have been set 
aside for delegates for overseas calls alone, Although 
these telephones were installed by the G-:P.O. it is 
estimated that Ministry of Works staff laid over 40 
miles of internal wiring for the B.B.C., public address 
systems, news reels, inter-com. phones and bells. 

In the main foyer of Central Hall are the silk flags 
of the 51 nations which adorned the conference at 
San Francisco. They have been well used to assist the 
general scheme of decoration. Outside the building 
51 further flags fly in alphabetical order. These were 
specially made for the occasion and, with the canopy 
in blue which protects delegates from the rain, indi- 
cate te ali who pass by, that this is the meeting-place 
of the peace-loving nations of the world. 

It is estimated that the cost of this work, apart 
from the rent for the hall, will amount to £30,000. 
In addition the G.P.O. and the B.B.C. have installed 
equipment valued at some thousands of pounds 

The scheme was conceived and executed by a team 
led by Mr. C. J. Mole, O.B.E., M.V.O., F.R.I.B.A., 
Director of Works, who was ably assisted by Mr. C. T. 
Pledge, A.R.I.B.A. This team was wel! served by Mr. 
G. P. Gilchrist, M.B.E., Controller of Supplies, who 
found the furnishings. 
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HOUSING SCHEME, 
BOROUGH OF RYE 


HOWES & JACKMAN, 
FF.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


THESE COTTAGES ON THE CapD- 
BOROUGH-ROAD housing site, Rye, 
are designed for a site on the 
a town’s outskirts in a semi-rural 
: setting. Type 1 isa south-aspect 
house planned for a coal cooking 
range in the living-room. Type 2 
is a north-to-west-aspect house in 
which a gas cooker is provided 
with an independent boiler for 
water heating. Old _ people’s 
dwellings and some four-bedroom 
cottages will also be provided. 
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Left: TYPE 1, SOUTH ASPECT HOUSE. 
Right: TYPE 2, NORTH TO WEST ASPECT. 
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PERSPECTIVE OF PART OF THE SCHEME. 


HOUSING SCHEME, ASPLINS ROAD, TOTTENHAM 
HOWES & JACKMAN, FF.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


in association with 
REES J. WILLIAMS, A.M.INST.C.E., BOROUGH ENGINEER & SURVEYOR 


THIS SCHEME ON A BOMB-DAMAGED SITE AT 
Asplins-road, Tottenham, provides for the erection 
of 37 houses and 18 flats of various types. The 
planning of these is seen from the axonometric 
drawings reproduced in these pages. Altogether, 
accommodation will be provided in 55 dwellings 
for 294 perscns. Tenants’ gardens and drying 






Airsk Floor 


— TIO 
Ground ./%Loor 


3-BEDROOMED HOUSES (NORTH ASPECT). 


grounds are included in the scheme. The contract 
for the 37 houses has been placed with Messrs. 
William Parfitt, Ltd., of Hendon, and work is 
now commencing. The architects are Messrs. 
Howes & Jackman, FF.R.I.B.A., in association 
with Mr. Rees J. Williams, A.M.Inst.C.E., Borough 


Engineer and Surveyor. 





4-BEDROOMED HOUSES (EAST TO WEST ASPECT). 
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THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL 


BUILDING PROGRAMME 


R.1.B.A. DISAPPROVAL AND 

ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS 
Tue Royal Institute of British Architects 
announce that they strongly disapprove the 
proposals of the Ministry of Education to 
use Army-type huts for schools. They say 
it is both wasteful and unnecessary. The 
Ministry proposes to use huts as a tem- 
orary measure to meet the urgent need 
or accommodation which has arisen largely 
through the raising of the school-leaving 


age. 
“The R.I.B.A. Committee on School 
Design and Construction, whose report has 
been sent to the Minister and is published 
below, says that the huts will be most in- 
convenient in use, sub-standard in accom- 
modation, cause eyestrain, be costly to 
heat, encroach on syne space and, above 
all, will be unnecessarily costly. They re- 
commend as an alternative the develop- 
ment of a system of standardised permanent 
steel frames which can be covered either 
with temporary or with permanent mate- 
rials, or be easily removed. 

This special framework allows the re- 
quirements of the Ministry in classroom 
sizes, window area, etc., to be carried out, 
whereas the huts do not. It makes use 
of a material—structural steel—and a form 
of building labour—steel erectors—which 
are in good supply and hardly needed at 
all on housing. The steel frames can be 
mass-produced. Once erected, they can be 
clothed with temporary materials or with 
permanent materials. This allows a tem- 
porary structure to be turned into a per- 
manent one when necessary, both quickly 
and cheaply. ' 

They back up their recommendations by 
a practical example. A school is now being 
built in Hertfordshire on the principle re- 
commended. Careful analysis of its cost. 
and comparison with an alternative hut 
scheme on the same site show that there 
is a negligible difference in the man-hours 
required for building. In other words, for 
much the same expenditure of labour and 
materials, a permanent form of building 
can be provided at the start which 1s in 
every way superior to huts. Further, when 
the eventual cost of demobilising and re. 
placing huts with permanent building is 
taken into account, the Committee claim 
that their recommendations will save an 
enormous amount of public money over 
many years, 

They point out that there are many sv: 
called ‘‘ temporary ”’ schools. built after 
the last war, still in use and which have 
needed enormous expenditure on mainten- 
ance. They are also dismayed by the 
thought that for many years to come a 
large percentage of the child population 
will be compelled to receive its edttcation 
in buildings of a sub-standard, improvised 
_ character. 

Following is 
report :— 

THE R.I.B.A. REPORT 

The Committee was first appointed in 
February, 1945, to consider and report on 
the subject of School Design and Con. 
struction. The report of the Committee 
was submitted to the Council and ap- 
proved by them on June 19, 1945 [and was 
published in The Builder for July 20, 
1945]. The report has been issued in 
pamphlet form and copies have been sent 
to all Local Education Authorities in 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Treland. 

The Council decided to appoint the 
Committee as a permanent one to advise 
on matters concerning school design and 
construction and the question of the use 
of M.O.W. standard hutting for school 
buildings was at once referred to the 


the full text of the 
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Committee for consideration and report. 
The Committee consists of the follow- 
beam :—C. G. Stillman, F.R.I.B.A. 
(Chairman), County Architect, Middlesex; 
Verner O. Rees, F.R.I.B.A. (Vice-Chair- 
man); Julian Leathart, F.R.I.B.A. (Hon. 
Secretary); W. T. Benslyn, A.R.C.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., Architect to the Birmingham 
Education Committee; P. W. Birkett, 
A.R.I.B.A., County Architect, County of 
Lincoln—Parts of Lindsey; A. C. Bunch, 
F.R.I.B.A., late County Architect, War- 
wickshire; D. E. Gibson, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., City Architect, Coventry; J. 
Harrison, F.R.I.B.A., County Architect, 
Surrey; O. P. Milne, F.R.I.B.A.; John 
Swarbrick, F.R.I.B.A.; S. E. Urwin, 
F.R.I.B.A., County Architect, Gloucester- 
shire; E. Berry Webber, A.R.I.B.A. 


M.0.W. STANDARD HUTTING FOR 
SCHOOL BUILDINGS 


There are aspects of recent Ministerial 
directions to local education authorities 
concerning the proposed M.O.W. tempor- 
ary hutting programme for school build- 
ing which give rise to misgivings regard- 
ing the “strictly temporary character ”’ 
of these buildings, to quote from para. 5 
(iii) of the M.O.E. Circplar No. 98. No 
such definite reference to the projected 
life of the. huts is made in the M.O.E. 
Circular No. 64, wherein the word “ tem- 
porary ’’ does not occur. Less definite 
still is the advice to local authorities 
contained in Circular No. 19 issued by the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
to disregard time-limits of usability in 
formulating their standard  hutting 
requirements. The scope and urgency of 
the school accommodation programme, 
however, provides the most cogent evi- 
dence of the inevitability of a long-term 
policy of ‘‘ temporary ” building to over- 
come the difficulties of the task ahead. 

The decision to terminate the Compul- 
sory School Age (Postponement) Order on 
April 1, 1947, is the primary cause of the 
imposition of sub-standard building ex- 
pedients upon the local authorities, but 
this is not the whole of the additional 
accommodation problem. In the M.O.E. 
Circular Nu. 98 the fact is emphasised 
that the new accommodation to be pro- 
vided by August, 1948,-covers only that 
required in connection with the raising 
of the school-leaving age. It ‘‘ does not 
apply to the provision of accommodation 
for the purpose of relieving overcrowding 
or the reduction of the size of classes.” 


It is probable, therefore, that a further 
instalment of substitute buildings to 
eliminate overcrowding and to reduce 
class sizes, would follow upon the pre- 
sent three-year-plan; but the Government 
may not be content to wait upon the 
completion of the first part of its rebuild- 
ing programme before it issues directions 
for further standard huts to be built to 
meet the second contingency of over- 
crowding. Thus it may be that towards 
the end of the three-year term the fur- 
the: prograrame would be running con- 
currently with the first. These two 
phases of expansion would constitute a 
building venture of very considerable 
magnitude involving the erection of thou- 
sands of standard huts the extent of 
which must, perforce, be spread over a 
much longer time than that suggested in 
the M.O.E. directives. As a result, a large 
percentage of the child population of this 
country for many years to come will be 
compelled to receive its education in new 
structures of a sub-standard, improvised 
character which were originally designed 
for war-time, Army-hutting purposes. 
Further. there will be little or no possi- 
bility of implementing the provisions of 
the 1944 Education Act relating to im- 
proved standards of accommodation and 
quality of buildings and equipment 
within a measurable distance of time. 

The Committee’s criticisms on the 
M.O.W. standard hutting are made under 
the following headings :—(1) Design; (2) 
(a) Construction, (b) Heating, (c) Light- 
ing, (d) Ventilation; (3) Siting of huts; 
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(4) Erection and demolition costs; (5) 
Maintenance costs; (6) Delays in proce- 
dure; (7) Recommendations. The Com- 
mittee make three recommendations 
which in their view would go towards the 
solution of the problem of providing the 
additional uccommodation required as a 
result of the raising of the school-leaving 
age instead of the undesirable temporary 
solution proposed by the Ministry of 
Education. 

(1) Design.—The design is not suited to 
school use; access corridors do not 
form part of the standard units and 
must be added by improvised methods 
of construction. No provision is made for 
supporting the back of the corridor roofs 
abutting the main structure. The eaves 
level is only 7 ft. 6 in. above the floor 
level and the window area is thereby re- 
stricted. (Normal school building stand- 
ards require the top glass line to be at 
least 10 ft. 6 in. from the floor.) The 
three-light, standard metal casements to 
be supplied with the hutting units are 
4 tt. 105 in. wide and are narrower by 
12 in. or more than the spacing between 
the posts; this will necessitate narrow 
widths of walling on one or both sides 
of each casement to fill out the opening 
The now discarded timber casements 
filled the spacing between posts and were 
superior in this one respect. The impro- 
vised character of the hutting design is 
in no way better illustrated than in 
the foregoing example. Important as 
adequate natural lighting is to teaching 
rooms, no attempt has been made to pro- 
vide special casements of a school type 
which would extend for the whole width 
of the inter-post spacings, and so utilise, 
to the maximum extent, the already too 
scanty lighting areas. 

(2) (a) Construction.—The portal frame- 
work is adequate; in fact, it is too ade- 
quate for the supposed temporary nature 
of the building. Its life, with ordinary 
maintenance care, can be regarded as of 
a 20 to 25-year duration. Infilling walling 
is of 4 in. hollow blocks “ externally 
waterproofed ’’ — method unspecified. 
Four-and-a-half-inch brickwork is to be 
substituted where hollow blocks are un- 
obtainable. Such filling cannot be re- 
garded as being adequate either from 
moisture penetration and condensation 
or thermal insulation aspects. Compared 
with accepted standards, the insulation 
values of 11 in. cavity wall and tiled and 
felted roof construction are low; it is 
therefore obvious that 4 in. clay block or 
half-brick walls and asbestos sheet roof- 
ing will be less capable of resisting ex- 
cessive heat-losses. Except for the portal 
framework, the general construction is 
inadequate and is more appropriate to a 
storage-shed building than to a school. 

(b) Heating.—Slow-combustion stoves 
of the type supplied by the M.O.W. for 
standard hutting are small and will pro- 
vide inadequate heating. Heat distribu- 
tion by means of stoves is unequal; there 
is to. much near the heat-source and 
insufficient in remote parts of the room. 
Stove heating is dusty and draught- 
creating, and it has the further objection 
that fluctuations in room temperatures 
follow from irregular stoking. 

Central heating, where permitted by 
the provision of new sanitary accommo- 
dation in huts, will be more than usually 
costly to instal, because of the need for 
greater heating surfaces than normally 
required in order to overcome excessive 
heat-losses through the thin-membrane 
roof and walling infillings. Boiler capa- 
cities, pipe sizes and fuel consumption 
will be increased thereby. 

_ (c) Lighting.—Owing to daylight reach- 
ing the desks from the low altitude of 
7 ft. 35 in. from floor to the top glass 
line of the casements, much of it received 
in theory will, in practice, be intercepted 
by the heads and bodies of the pupils. 
It is probable that in many cases the ex- 
ternal obstruction will exceed 15 deg. in 
altitude. From caleulations of the day- 
light factors made for an 18 ft. 6 in wide 
hut without a corridor and with windows 
on both sides, the highest percentage 
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obtainable for any working position is 
2.12; the average on the whole room is 
only 1.8 per cent. In a similar room with 
a corridor on one side and the light 
source confined to windows on the oppo- 
site side only, the highest percentage is 
1.55 and the average is 1.25 per cent. In 
the wider 24 ft. huts the daylight factor 
yercentages will be lower still. The 
Fighting Committee of the D.S.I.R. in 
“* Post-War Building Studies, No. 12” 
suggests that for tg orgie f buildings 
a minimum daylight factor of 5 per cent. 
is desirable for classrooms in new schools 
and that 10 per cent. is a suitable in- 
tensity for rooms in which drawing, sew- 
ing and machining are taught. Com- 
paring these figures with those quoted 
above, it will be seen that the lighting 
to the teaching rooms in the standard 
huts falls very much below recognised 
minimum standards. As the incidence of 
defective eyesight in children increases 
throughout the period of school life too 
great stress cannot be laid upon the 
extreme inadequacy of the natural light- 
ing provided and to the consequent 
menace to the vision of those children 
who will spend their school lives in the 
M.O.W. huts. Unsuitable as_ these 
buildings are for schools from almost 
every general aspect, they should stand 
condemned on this particular alone. 

(dad) Ventilation.—Standard metal case- 
ments do not open in such a manner as 
to make it possible to maintain ventila- 
tion during high winds or rain. The side- 
hung casements will only function as 
ventilators under conditions of calm, dry 
weather. One small, top-hung night ven- 
tilator is the only part of each casement 
available for opening under all weather 
conditions. Roof ventilators, as suggested 
in the M.O.E. Circular No. 98, will, if in- 
stalled, create down-draughts. Because 
of the low thermal insulation value of 
walls and roof, it is questionable whether 
the occupants of the classroom will be 
able to tolerate open windows on a 
winter’s day, and during the hot summer 
days the penetration of heat through un- 
insulated walls» and roof will cause 
extreme physical discomfort. 


(3) Siting of Huts——The M.O.E. contem- 
plate that the new huts “ will generally 
be: erected on the _ playgrounds of 
schools.” Siting exceptions to this ruling 
must obtain the prior approval of H.M. 
Inspectors. Not all existing playgrounds 
conform to the M.O.E.’s regulations in 
regard to area, especially.in town 
schools. To reduce, by new buildings, 
already inadequate play and drill space 
may compel the educational authorities 
to acquire and prepare new playgrounds 
to compensate for the loss. Further, it 
will be difficult, if not impossible, in 
many cases to site the huts on play- 
grounds where they will not interfere 
with the permanent extensions required 
at a later date under the 1944 Act. 


Inconvenience and unnecessary ex- 
penditure will ensure from either of the 
foregoing circumstances. 

(4) Erection and Demolition Costs.— 

- In comparing the erection costs of (A) the 
M.O.W. standard huts with those for (B) 
a building of a permanent character 
designed as a school it should be empha- 
sised that the cost of (B) saves the whole 
of the cost of (A), since it will not have 
to be rebuilt at @ later date, and that the 
expenditure on (A) is for a sub-standard 
and unsuitable building. Very little capi- 
tal outlay is saved in initial costs com- 
pared with the simply designed, perma 
nent building, and as the salvage value 
of the huts is negligible, the M.O.E.’s 
proposals will incur wasteful expenditure 
of public funds. Further, the shorter 
the tenure of occupational usefulness, the 
greater the relative waste of money. 

The Committee has been able to analyse 
the comparative cost of a new permanent 
school building now being erected in 
Hertfordshire, with M.O.W. standard hut- 
ting of equivalent floor area. The perma- 
nent building consists of steel stanchions 
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and roof trusses at 12 ft. centres with ex- 
ternal 11 in. cavity brick walls, R.P.M. 
roofing and flat, fibre-board ceilings. The 
rooms are 11 ft. from floor to ceiling, and 
the classroom windows fill the bays be- 
tween the stanchions. The M.O.W. hut 
is standard in every respect, except thas 
in this case 11 in. brick cavity external 
walls have been substituted for the usual 
4 in. clay block or 44 in. brick. The com- 
arable total man-hours of normal site- 
uilding labour are :—For the permanent 
building, 4,057; for M.O.W. standard hut- 
ting, 3,972. To the total of 4,057 man- 
hours for the permanent building must 
be added 667 man-hours expended in 
steelwork erection by specialist sub-con- 
tractors, which labour is not normally 
employed on house building. Beyond the 
question of relative man-hour expendi- 
ture on site work (and the figures disclose 
that the difference is insignificant in re- 
gard to normal site operations) there are 
no further grounds for comparison. The 
permanent building is superior in every 
particular; the planning conforms to the 
standards of quality prescribed in the 
1944 Education Act, the building is of 
good appearance and its maintenance 
costs are low. The conclusion to be drawn 
from the foregoing analysis of cost is 
that the M.O.W. hutted school is com- 
paratively more costly, since it provides 
sub-standard accommodation and must 
be written off as a total loss at the end 
of its term of usefulness. 


Maintenance Costs. 

(5) It is inevitable in sub-standard 
building that maintenance costs must be 
higher than for good quality, permanent 
building and experience with war-time 
temporary — gives ample proof of 
this. It has not been made clear by the 
M.O.E. that maintenance costs will fall 
upon the local authorities and the ques- 
tion of demolition and removal costs has 
not been clarified. As the thin external 
walls cannot be moisture-resisting, con- 
siderable periodic maintenance work will 
be required in the attempt to keep them 


dry. 

(6) Delays in Procedure.—From the in- 
vestigations the Committee has made into 
administrative procedure with regard to 
the supply of standard hutting parts, it 
is clear that the Government’s system of 
delivery is not working with smoothness 
nor precision. Taking a representative 
cross-section of local authorities’ require- 
ments for huts in the school canteen 
scheme, it was found that there is no 
systematic delivery of parts, that parts 
arrive broken or are lost in transit, that 
there are often serious deparfmental de- 
lays in allocating huts after application 
has been made and that time and money 
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MR. BASIL R. WARD, F.R.1.B.A., 
appointed Professor of Architecture at the 
Royal College of Art. (See this page.) 
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are wasted by contractors on the sites 
whilst awaiting delivery of vital missing 
items of construction. The increase in 
site expenditure of man-hours caused by 
the faulty working of the scheme is never 
disclosed officially, but if figures could 
be made available, it is probable that the 
advantages claimed of speed and economy 
in site labour for prefabricated hutting 
would be substantially negativeu by the 
results. 

(7) Recommendations.—The Committee 
recommend the following alternatives to 
the M.O.W. standard hutting scheme for 
the consideration of the Ministry of 
iiducation :— 

(a) Where additional accommodation 
is required as part of permanent school 
Teorganisation under the raising of the 
school-leaving age scheme, every encour- 
agement should be given to local authori- 
ties to build additional accommodation 
in permanent construction with local 
materials as an instalment of the ulti- 
mate and permanent building. 

(b) When additional accommodation is 
clearly of a temporary nature, it should 
be provided, in a large measure, by 
specially designed, transportable huts 
which will be of considerable salvage 
value to the local authority at the end of 
their term of usefulness. Transportable 
huts are capable of easy removal to new 
positions if found to be obstructive to 
siting of the permanent extensions; there 
is less likelihood of their becoming per- 
manencies as happened to much of the 
as hopeneey hutting erected after 1918: 
it is possible to move them and erect 
permanent accommodation on their foun- 
dations if they are sited in proper posi- 
tions for the purpose (the foundations of 
the standard hut must be largely de- 
stroyed in removing the portal frames). 

(c) M.O.W. standard hutting should be 
used only in extreme emergency and 
should be confined solely to the initial 
stages of the programme whilst arrange- 
ments under (a) and (b) are being put 
into effect. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 


Professorship in Architecture. 

As announged in our last issue, the 
Council of the Royal College of Art has 
appointed Mr, Basil R. Ward, F.R.I.B.A., 
Professor of Architecture. Mr. Wara, 
who is a New Zealander, came to England 
in 1924 to study at London University 
Atelier of Architecture. He won the 
Henry Jarvis Studentship (second prize 
Rome Scholarship) in 1927, which gave 
him a year studying architecture in Rome. 
He travelled extensively, working for a 
time jn Burma. Before the war he was a 
member of the firm of Connell and Ward, 
serving on the Council of the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects from 1935 to 
1938. During the war he was Architect 
on the staff of the Research and Experi- 
ments Department of the Ministry of 
Home Security and later with the Inter- 
Services Topographical Department. He 
held the honorary rank of Lieutenant- 
Commander in the Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve, his work taking him to Ceylon, 
France and Belgium. He ig now in asso- 
ciation with the London firm of architects, 
Messrs, Ramsey, Murray and White. 


The Abercrombie Report in the House. 


Replying to Questions, Mr. SILKIN, the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning, 
said that the Government had not up to 
the present adopted the Abercrombie Re- 
port. Great. progress had been made in 
the study of the recommendations of this 
Report, and he had sent a letter to all 
the Planning Authorities in the Greater 
London area, requesting them to accept 
the Report on the basis of their planning 
control pending a final decision on the 
Abercrombie proposals. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


A.B.S. Half-Crown Christmas Appeal 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Srr,—My Christmas Appeal on behalf of 
the Architects’ Benevolent Society, to 
which you so kindly gave publicity, has 
produced a most encouraging result up to 
date. The total has passed £1,000 for 
the first time since the Half-Crown Fund 
was originated. 

I would like to thank all who have so 
generously contributed towards the relief 
of those in distress, and particularly the 
anonymous donors, who we are unable tuo 
thank otherwise. Among these, we send 
special thanks to an ex-prisoner of war, 
whose losses and privations at the hands 
of the Japanese have but broadened his 
sympathy for those who have suffered 
hardship. 

We are still receiving contributions, and 
the Fund remains open for donations from 
those who were too busy to reply before 
the end of the year. 

Percy THomas, 
President, Architects’ Benevolent 
Society. 
66, Portland Place, W.1. 


Licensing and the M.o.W. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—I recently applied to the Ministry 
of Works for a licence to carry out cer- 
tain alterations and repairs to a small 
restaurant in London. The majority of 
this work, which included the provision 
of adequate mechanical ventilation in the 
basement where the cooking is done and 
which is very stuffy, was work required 
by the Medical Officer of Health of the 
district concerned. In addition, I included 
for the provision of a new shop front, as 
the old one had been destroyed by bomb 
damage, and, in any case, the upper louvre 
part and the lower stall boards were neces- 
sary to the ventilation scheme. The 
original application was modified by us 


to what the Ministry’s own technical 
officers considered necessary and 
reasonable. 


Negotiations with the Ministry, occupy- 
ing our time in the preparation of revised 
drawings and specifications, have been in 
progress since last October, and we were 
assured by the technical department that 
we would receive a licence for the scheme 
as finally submitted. To-day, I telephoned 
the Ministry to ascertain the position, and 
was told by one of the chief Licensing 
Officers that he had no intention of issuing 
a jicence for anything like the figure 
required, but would consider a licence for 
£750. This figure would cover the whole 
of the building work required but means 
the elimination of the ventilation scheme 
and the shop front, which, to save further 
ultimate expense both to the client and 
the War Damage Commission, should be 
carried out at one and the same time as 
all the other building work, and not at 
a considerably later date. The officer 
concerned said that his reason was that 
the ventilation and the shop-fitting firms 
concerned could be better employed in 
building houses, and told me that he had 
heard of one firm of shop-fitters employing 
200 carpenters. This latter remark seemed 
so unlikely to me that I got in touch with 
one of the firms of shop-fitters who were 
quoting for this job, and as the result of 
their information I wrote a letter to the 
Ministry of Works, which I quote below : 

I was very interested to hear your views this 
morning regarding the need for cutting down 
on the issuing of licences in respect of the 
provision of new shop-fronts on the grounds that 
such firms could be more usefully employed pro- 
viding houses, and your remark that you 
were aware of one firm of shopfitters employ- 
ing 200 carpenters on shopfitting who could be 
more usefully employed on the housing drive. 


THe BUILDER 


I have since spoken to the works manager of 
a firm whom we have asked to quote for the 
shop-front at the above premises, and he told 
me that 200 carpenters, or for that matter a 
thousand of the type normally used in modern 
building, could not turn out one decent shop- 
front, as this could only be done by experts 
with many years of training and experience 
behind them, whose skil] would be completely 
wasted in doing the elementary carpentry work 
needed for war damage repairs and modern 
house building, such as cutting and fixing 
rafters. 

I further understand that there is a firm 
of shopfitters down in Wallington who are also 
building houses, and it would seem to me quite 
possible that your information as to a firm of 
shopfitters employing 200 carpenters is correct, 
but that these carpenters have been specially 
taken on by that firm because in fact, apart 
from doing shopfitting, they have undertaken 
house building and have accordingly taken on 
the appropriate type of labour necessary for 
this latter work. 

_ I have thought that it might be of some 
interest to you to have this information as 
being useful to you in your work. 

If the desire for housing is as sincere 
as we are led to believe, it is extraordinary 
that many architects, whose names are 
on the Ministry of Health’s list as willing 
to help local authorities, are never 
approached on the subject, but are left to 
deal with new housing schemes on their 
own initiative, while Ministry officials— 
who are, apparently, not technical men— 
are allowed to waste the time of such 
architects in revising schemes to suit 
Ministry requirements apparently dictated 
by information inaccurately applied by the 
non-techncal branches of the Ministry. 

Always being inquisitive as to the 
underlying reason for otherwise illogical 
actions, I suggested to the officer con- 
cerned that I understood the Ministry had 
come in for some criticism for licensing 
extensive external work to a certain 
cinema which, to the many passers-by, 
was obviously unnecessary, and was of a 
class that would employ the type of 
operative who would be better employed 
on housing, and that this was the real 
reason for curtailing any outwardly visible 
work such as a shopfront, even though 
it would result in little benefit to the hous- 
ing situation. His reply, though evasive, 
led me to believe that this was so. 

If recovery is to be left to scared 
officials to whom a little quickly acquired 
knowledge must, as the old adage says, be 
a dangerous thing, we will have to agree 
with the pessimists whose outlook on the 
future is so full of forebodings, and drop 
the optimistic viewpoint which in the past 
has always brought this country through 
every crisis. 
C. A. V. Smira, A.R.I.B.A. 
50, Knightsbridge-court, S.W.1. 


Urban Disfigurements 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder 

Srr,—Compared with the disfigurement 
of thé fair face of London by her enemies, 
the minor blemishes inflicted by her 
friends and defenders seem of negligible 
account, Nevertheless, they are blemishes, 
and inexcusable after ten months of peace. 

The ‘‘ Evening Standard” is to be 
commended on illustrating some con- 
spicuous examples—the hideous structure 
in Piccadilly Circus where once Eros 
hovered; the posters screening the 
pedestal to Nelson’s Column; the brick 
and concrete shelters nearby. The list 
could be extended ad nauseam. The 
suburbs are equally guilty. Five minutes’ 
walk through the streets will be marred 
by dilapidated signs giving obsolete dirgc- 
tions to public shelters, A.R.P. and N.F.S, 
posts, static water and other relics. Most 
available wall and hoarding surfaces bear 
tattered evidence of hostilities, sometimes 
overlaid with reminders of the General 
Election. Such a state of affairs is incon- 
sistent with proper civic pride, and calls 
for a spring cleaning operation in all the 
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boroughs. It might well be called 
‘“* Operation face-lift,’’ 
_ Tne excuse is, the customary one for 
inactivity—shortage of labour. The 
answer is to form voluntary spare-time 
fatigue parties for the purpose. To ex- 
Home Guards with concrete gun emplace- 
ments freshly remembered, the unveiling 
of Nelson’s pedestal would be light duty. 
Supposing a few architects, engineers, 
builders and students get together and 
offer to restore Eros for a start. Any 
volunteers ? 

R. Bryta Winter, L.R.I.B.A., 

of Wintér and Pickering. 
London, E.C.1. 


The Black-coated Worker 

To THE Epiror or The Builder. 
_ Sir,—If the unions allied to the build- 
ing trade consider an increase in the 
workmen’s wages necessary owing to 
the rise in the cost of living, why do they 
never give a thought to those working in 
the offices? Surely they require an in- 
crease for the same reason, but not having 
a@ union at the back of them, they are 
ignored, 

Would it not be possible for the union 
to which the workmen belong to embrace 
the clerical staff also? Then the employers 
would have to fall in line and the black- 
coated worker may be able to live at the 
same standard as the actual craftsman. 


London, S.W.1. H. C. Conway. 


WAR DAMAGE TO LAND 
AND BUILDINGS 
COMMISSION’S WORK IN 1945. 


Durina 1945, claims for repair of 
damage to land and buildings paid by the 
War Damage Commission to individual 
claimants numbered 318,000, compared 
with 344,000 in the previous 12 months. 
New payable claims sent in dropped from 
355,000 to 287,000, and payable claims in 
hand in the Commission’s 16 Regional 
offices from 54,000 to 22,500. These figures 
take no account of the premises repaired 
by local authorities, the cost of which 
is paid for direct. Including payments to 
local authorities the Commission has now 
paid claims up to the end of the year 1945 
amounting to £315,729,000. 

V-bombs were still falling on this 
country in the early part of the year 
(the last came at the end of March), and 
the explosion of sea mines on the coast 
continues to add to the Commission’s 
liabilities. During 1945, 241,000 new noti- 
fications of damage were received, against 
928,000 in 1944. Some 90 per cent. of 
the 1945 figure came from London and 
‘Bomb Alley,’’ and the year’s peak was 
reached in the week ending January 26 
with a total of 12,000. Notifications of 
damage still come in at the rate of over 
1,000 per week. Nearly all these are out 
of time, and claimants are called upon to 
oper them by statutory declaration. 

rovisional classification of 439,000 
properties into the ‘‘ total loss’ or “‘ not 
total loss’’ categories was carried out 
during the year. 333,000 of these were in 
the London region. For the main part 
this work of classification was brought 
up to date. 38,800 notifications of esti- 
mated value payments were issued during 
the year, bringing the total of these noti- 
fications up to 170,384. 

A start has been made with the work 
of rebuilding dwelling houses totally 
destroyed but qualifying for a cost-of- 
works payment; 7,500 specifications sub- 
mitted before repairs were undertaken 
have been examined and approved; and 
several thousands of schedules of war 
damage agreed. Steps have been taken to 
secure an increase of technical assistance. 
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SOCIETIES & INSTITUTIONS 


: R.1.B.A. 
THE FINAL EXAMINATION. 

Tue Final Examination was held in 
London, Edinburgh and Belfast from 
December 5-13. Of the 88 candidates 
examined, 60 passed and 28 candidates 
were eengited The successful candidates 


are as follows :— 
Whole Examination. 
W. K. Ball. R. J. Lane. 
*L. R. Barlow. Miss B. McDowall. 
J. B. Bickerdike. R. W. Mellor. 
K. D. Bundy. J. Nicol. 
H. V. N. Campbell. Mrs. H. Parnes. 
Miss C. Clark. A. L. Parsons. 
*R. W. Clark. tD. Patterson. 
S. Clink. N. A. Peachey. 
R. Cooper. *H. G. Radford. 
E. Craven. *K. C. Reid. 
*E. L. Crawford Aci J. W- de! -Z. 
*G. J. Cuzens. Samarasekera. 


*K. L. Dod tW. R. Samson. 


* 7 
+Mrs. M. N. Downie. tJ. T. Sawday. 
tB. R. Flury. J. W. Simpson. 
N. L. Frith. *F. O. Sykes. 
§R. M. Graham. A. B. Taylor. 
P. Gray. *R. M. T. Tyler. 
J. S. Hatton. H. Unsworth. 
+G. R. S. Hoskins. W. J. Urquhart. 
L. A. Howles. C. L. Watson. 
B. W._Huggett. *E. Waugh. 
c. V. K. Kennedy. F. S. White. 
*A. D. Knapton. A. A. Wilkie. 
Part I Only. : 
Cc. E. Bantin. Miss M. Nibbs. 
H. J. Collier. ut. M. Pearson. 
H. W. W. Fenwick. L. W. C. Phillips. 
G. R. Fordham, x i Tae. 
H. J. Hughes. A. R. hitelaw. 
wW. S. Towle. Cc. A. Woodford. 
Part II Only. 
tS. F. Vine. 





* Subject to approval of Thesis. 

t Distinction in Thesis. " : : 

t Subject to approval of Testimonies of Studies 
and_ Thesis. > i 

§ Subject to approval of remaining Testi- 
monies of Studies and Thesis. 


THE SPECIAL FINAL. 

The Special Final Examination was held 
in London, Edinburgh and Belfast_ from 
December 5-12. Of the 57 candidates 
examined, 36 passed, as follows :— 

Whole Examination. 


D. F, Armstrong. H. ley. 

T. Barr. A. Hodgson. 
W. P. Batley. H. E. Jenner. 
J. T. Bell. C. A. Jones. 
A. H. Bruce. F. W. Jones 
H. W. Bullen. §. Leyshon. 
A. H. Bulmer. R. Ramsbottom. 
A. Cottrill. R. E. Reed. 

J. W. Davidson. J. T. Shelton. 
W. R. J. Farrow. L. G. Stott. 

F. A. Giles. H. A. Sutton. 
W. iH. Gill. R. B. White. 
D. R. Hall. J. H. Wylde. 

Part I Only. . 
J. Brown. A. Grinshpon. 
M. Dolman. J. A. Hague. 
W. G. 8. Evans. W. Wakefield. 
B. W. Green. R. Wallesz. 
Part II Only. , 
R. S. Dean. G. S. Jennings. 
EXAMINATION IN PROFESSIONAL 


PRACTICE. 

The Examination in Professional Prac- 
tice for students of schools of architecture 
recognised for exemption from _ the 
R.1.B.A. Final Examination was held in 
London and Edinburgh on December 11 
and 13. Five candidates were examined 
and passed, as follows :— 


P. HL. Avinghom.- y ‘ C. Herne. 
Miss ‘ : an- . Masson. 
Mae: - ” R. Sutherland. 


PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS 


SUSPENDED during the war, the Annual 
Prizes and Studentships of the R.I.B.A. 
have now been reopened for competition. 
The closing dates of entry for the Tite 
Prize and Victory Scholarship have 
already been announced (February 15 
and May 17, respectively). The following 
are offered for competition in 1946 :— 

The Tite Prize.—A certificate and £35. 
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The junior prize for design and the most 
popular. Usually attracts from 200 to 250 
entries. Open to those of Intermediate 
Standard in the Empire. 

The ie, Sehekyee ae: — mee medal 


and £120. e senior prize for design, 
alternating with the Soane Medallion. 
Open to those of Final Standard in the 
Empire. 

R.I.B.A. Alfred Bossom Research 
Fellowships. — For post-graduate _ re- 
search. Grants are made for specific in- 


vestigations on architectural subjects. 
The value of individual Fellowships is 
decided by the Selection Committee. 
= to members of R.I.B.A. only. This 
scheme is new and a complete revision of 
the pre-war Bossom Studentships. No 
competition; merely application to the 
Secretary, R.I.B.A. 

The Ashpitel Prize.—£20 in books for 
the best candidate in the External Final 
Examination. 

The Arthur Cates Prize.—&100 (an in- 
crease of £25 from pre-war). Open to 
those who have passed the Final in one 
examination or hold the diploma of a re- 
cognised school. Drawings to be sub- 
mitted of studies ‘‘ for the promotion of 
architecture, more especially in relation 
to geometry of vaulting, stability of edi- 
fice and design, coupled with actual 
measurement and delineation, both geo- 
metrical and pictorial of appropriate 
examples.” 

The Hunt Bursary.—&£&75 (an increase of 
£15). Open to R.I.B.A. members who 
have passed the Final and are 21 years of 
age. Entrants must apply and submit 
evidence in the form of notes, studies and 
testimonials, together with a programme 
of study. The winner makes a tour of 
three weeks and afterwards submits a 
thesis. 

The Neale Bursary.—£100 (an increase 
of £25). For study of historical architec- 
ture. Entrants must apply and submit 
evidence in the form of drawings, 
sketches and testimonials, together with 
a programme of travel and study. The 
winner takes a tour of four weeks and 
submits a thesis. Open to members who 
have passed the Final and are 21 years of 
age. 

The Measured Drawings Prize.—Silver 
medal and £75. Open to any member of 
the profession, of any nationality. En- 
trants to submit drawings and original 
plottings. 

The Athens Bursary.—£125. Open only 
to the teaching staff of recognised schools 
of architecture. Four weeks’ travel in 
Greece, including residence at the British 
School at Athens. Application only. 

The Owen Jones Studentship.—Certifi- 
cate and £100. R.I.B.A. members of 
Final Standard. No set subject for com- 
petition. Entrants to submit studies of 
colour design. Eight weeks’ tour, after 
which drawings to be submitted. 

The R.I.B.A. Silver Medal for an Essay. 
—Medal and £50. Open to members of 
the R.I.B.A. who have passed the Final. 
Can be on any architectural subject. A 
synopsis must be submitted for approval 
by the jury. The essay should be illus- 
trated by drawings or photographs. 

The Banister Fletcher Essay Prize.— 
Silver Medal and £26 5s. Open to proba- 
tioners and elected students of the 
R.I.B.A. This year’s ae is “ Terrace 
and Square in the English Tradition.” 
Length 3,000 words, plus illustrations. 

R.I.B.A. Prizes for Public and Second- 
ary Schools.—Totalling 10 guineas. For 
best original essay or sketches or draw- 


ings. 

The R.I.B.A. Prize for Art Schools and 
Technical Institutions.—£5 in books. 
Each school nominates one student and 
the Principal submits a portfolio of his 
work. 

The following prizes and studentships 
will be among those to be offered next 
year :—The Henry Saxon Snell Prize and 
Theakston Bequest, The Florence Bur- 
sary, The Soane Medallion, The Godwin 
and Wimperis Bursary, The Grissell Gold 
Medal, The Pugin Studentship. 
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NOTES FROM COUNCIL MINUTES 

Following are notes from the minutes of 
the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on 
January 13 :— 

Annual General Meeting, 1946.—The 
Lord President of the Council has sanc- 
tioned the holding of the annual general 
meeting on Tuesday,’ May 7. 

District Heating.—The Ministry of 
Works have been asked for information as 
to the steps being taken to investigate the 
subject of district heating. 

Licences for Small Houses.—The Minis- 
try of Health have been urged to give 
further consideration to the present pesi- 
tion, which is that the architect’s fees must 
be included in the selling price of a house 
built for sale, but not in the contract price 
of a house built for the owner’s occupa- 
tion. 

Visit of Mr. Lewis Mumford.—In con- 
nection with the visit of Mr. Lewis Mum- 
ford to England, which is being arranged 
by the Institute of Sociology, the Public 
Relations Committee have been asked to 
arrange a meeting at the R.I.B.A. to be 
addressed by Mr. Mumford. 


THE CHARTERED SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTION 
JUNIOR QUANTITY SURVEYORS 


THE inaugural general meeting of the 
newly-formed Junior Quantity Surveyors’ 
Section of the Institution’s Junior 
Organisation was held at the P.E.P. Club, 
16, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1, on Thurs- 
day, January 31; over eighty members 
attended, and many more would have been 
present but for the limited accommoda- 
tion. The occasion was marked by the 
presence of two distinguished members of 
the profession, Mr. J. M. Theobald, Past- 
President of the Institution, and Colonel 
J. B. Marks, O.B.E., and also Mr. J. W. 
Turner, of the Junior Central Committee. 

Mr, A. F. Parker, of Messrs. Higgs and 
Hill, Ltd., and Mr. A. E. Young, of 
Messrs. H. J. and A. Wright, Ltd., Great 
Missenden, addressed the meeting on 
‘* Bills of Quantities from the Builder’s 
Estimator’s Point of View.’’ Both 
speakers made many pointed and provoca- 
tive comments, and asked, among other 
things, that the much-loved and time- 
honoured terms ‘‘ approved,’ ‘‘ heavy 
gauge,’ ‘‘ spade finish,’’ should be dis- 
carded for ever. Mr. Parker criticised in 
particular the preliminary bill as prepared 
by many surveyors, and pleaded that it 
should receive more care in its preparation, 
and an attempt made to provide the esti- 
mator with as much information as the 
quantity surveyor could provide concern- 
ing the work. A lively discussion followed. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Tue Burtpinc Inpustry: Its Worx 
AND ORGANISATION. By Leslie Wallis. 
(London: J. M. Dent and Sons, Ltd.). 
Price 3s, 6d. net. 

Wuat Hovusine Costs. By Walter Hill. 
(London: J. M. Dent and Sons, Ltd.). 
Price 3s. 6d. net. 

Bumpinc Soctetms: Tuer ReEForM 
AND TuerR Future. By Edwin C. Fair- 
child. (London J. M. Dent and Sons, 
Ltd.). Price 3s. 6d. net. 

Puastics, ScreNTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGI- 
caL (2nd Ed.). By H. Ronald Fleck, 
M.Sc., F.R.I.C. (London: Temple Press, 
Ltd.). Price 30s. 

GarpEN CiTIEs or Tomorrow. By 
Ebenezer Howard. (London: Faber and 
Faber, Ltd.). Price 6s. net. (New Edition.) 

PLANNING AND Desten. By J. Watson 
Cabré. (Kent: The English Universities 
Press, Ltd.). Price 3s. 6d. net. 
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THAMESIDE 


On the Thameside Development Board 
are representatives from the Essex and 
Kent County Councils, al] the local autho- 
rities and the various service organisations 
operating in the areas around the Thames 
Estuary. Their report, now issued,* takes 
a very optimistic view for the future of 
this area, based on the following quotation 
on the subject from the Greater London 
Plan, 1944 : ‘‘ The London area comprises 
by far the wealthiest consumer market 
in the country, and probably in Europe; 
it has an unrivalled labour pool able to 
meet the requirements of almost every 
variety of light industry, and first-class 
public utility services; also the present 
system of radiating railways and roads 
which converge on London provides a 
natural distribution for consumer goods re- 
quired in the other big centres of con- 
sumption, such as Birmingham and the 
north-western area. Raw materials, 
whether from other parts of the country or 
from abroad, are easily brought to 
London’s industries by this same transport 
system, which before the war, through 
the Port of London with its extensive dock 
and warehousing facilities, handled a 
greater volume of imports than any other 
United Kingdom port; export facilities are 
equally good, whether to Europe or to 
distant coutnries.”’ 

Sir John Anderson, the newly appointed 
chairman of the Port of London Authority, 
has recently announced the intention of 
that body to expend £12,000,000 on im- 
provements, mainly to the docks within 
the London area, but it might be worth 
its while to study the question with regard 
to the possibility that some of this expen- 
diture might be more profitable if allo- 
cated to undertakings further down the 
river where there are locations which 
facilitate the berthing of larger ships than 
now reach the upper docks. ; 

In this report the riverside areas avail- 
able for commerce and industry are clearly 
shown on a map, with a view to their 
reservation for these purposes; the extent 
of those so defined appears to be ample 
to meet future demands, and only in a 
few cases does the allocation appear 
doubtful. On the north bank there is still 
a long frontage west of Dagenham, and 
others west and east of Grays Thurrock, 
extending to the present Tilbury Docks; 
then again a stretch of some two miles 
between Tilbury Fort and East Tilbury. 
The next frontage running northward 
from this last seems less suitable, as the 
Mucking mud flats stretch for a width of 
a quarter of a mile from the shore to the 
estuary channel and extensive reclama- 
tion would appear to be needed; below 
this a large area towards Thames Haven 
is regarded as available, and this brings 
us to the residential areas of Southend 
and Canvey Island. Incidentally, it may 
be mentioned that the latter is badly in 
need of planning control. 

Passing over to the south bank, we find 
a useful site to the north-west of Erith 
and a large area on both sides of the 
Darent extending up to Dartford, further 
ones east of Greenhithe and near Graves- 
end, and a possible frontage of over a 
mile at Lower Hope Point, where the 
channel hugs the Kentish shore. Of 
course, such a plan as this one dealing 
with one allocation only needs to be com- 
plemented by those defining the locations 
for housing and agriculture, but there is 
not a marked degree of conflict, as 
nearly all the land near the river is 
low-lying, if not actual marshes, quite 
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unsuitable for residential purposes, and 
the main supplementary problem would 
be the finding of appropriate sites for 
housing the workers in places offering the 
recognised amenities and conveniently 
accessible. 

One of the objects of this pamphlet is 
to guide those ,wno contemplate industrial 
projects to compare the merits of the 
various locations, and with this in view 
a schedule is given of addresses and 
officers of all the local authorities, 
together with their own views on indus- 
trial development and their present posi- 
tion as regards Town Planning; thus par- 
ticularg as to charges for Public Utilities 
and other local information can readily be 

Wea ss 


. . 


obtained. H. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


New Bills 

Mr. A. Bevan presented the Housing 
{Financial and Miscellaneous Provisions) 

ill to make fresh arrangements for the 
making of contributions, grants and loans 
in connection with the provision of hous- 
ing accommodation: to provide for 
matters subordinate to that purpose; to 
amend the enactments which relate to 
the making of contributions in respect 
of housing accommodation; to amend 
the law relating to the housing accounts 
of local authorities; and to facilitate the 
provisions of housing accommodation 
in the Isles of Scilly. 

Mr. Westwood presented the Housing 
(Financial Provisions) (Scotland) Bill 
to make fresh provision for the making 
of contributions out of the Exchequer 
and by local authorities in respect of 
housing accommodation provided for 
the working classes in Scotland. 


Building Advances 

Mayor Conant asked the Minister of 
Works if he would state the total amount 
advanced to him between December 20, 
1945, and February 1, 1946, under Section 
1 of the Building Materials and Housing 
Act, 1945. 

Mr, TomMitnson said that the amounts 
advanced totalled £2,000,000. 


Timber Control 

Major MacpHerRson asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade whether he 
had any announcement to make regard- 
ing the future of the Timber Control. 

Sir STaFFoRD Cripps said that with the 
continuing world shortage of timber, 
public importation, licensing of con- 
sumption and price control must con- 
tinue, but easements in licensing and 
other procedure were being made as 
opportunity offered. 


Pressed Steel Temporary House. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health if he would give the items that 
went to make up the sum of £2,000,000 
wasted on experimental work in connec- 
tion with the emergency prefabricated 
houses. 

Mr. Bevan said that of the total sum of 
£2,892,765 incurred on preparations for 
the production of the pressed steel tem- 
ape d house, the following items might 

e said to be a total loss :— 


£& 
Cancelled assisted contracts ... 24,859 
Tools for steel hulls of bungalows 122,000 
Four prototypes sed LJ 91,571 
£238,430 


He was glad to be able to say that items 
coon’ for £2,050,000 were now being 
utilised for the production of steel 
kitchen, bathroom and cupboard units for 
the temporary housing programme and 
that these and the remaining items will 
be used for the production of permanent 
prefabricated houses or some other useful 
purpose. 


Private Enterprise Housing. 


Mayor Spence asked the Minister of 
Health how many applications had been 
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made and how many licences had been 
granted for the building» of dwelling- 
houses in England by individuals or 
organisations to which no subsidy was 
payable, for the period August 1 to 
December 31, 1945, 

Mr. Bevan said that during the period 
August 1 to December 31, 1945, 6,004 
licences were issued for the erection of 
25,255 new eB» by private builders 
without subsidy. e had no information 
to hand as to the precise number of 
applications for building licences that 
were made to local authorities during 
that period. 


A German Experiment. 

SQuADRON-LEADER DONNER asked the 
Minister of Health whether he would 
es details of the prefabricated house 

eing erected under British direction in 
the British-occupied area of Germany, 
which could be built in seven days by one 
foreman and five unskilled labourers; at 
what cost they were built; and whether it 
was proposed to build such houses in 
this country. 

Mr. Key said that the house erected at 
Munster by the Aulei Quick-Building 
Method under the auspices of the British 
authorities was not, he understood, a pre- 
fabricated house. Its only novel feature 
was the construction of the exterior walls 
with an interlocking ‘‘ H”’ shaped block, 
the interstices being filled with con- 
crete. The questions of cost, man-hours 
and suitability for use in the United 
Kingdom were being investigated by the 
Ministry of Works, but on the evidence so 
far available it would not appear that the 
system was likely to assist house produc- 
tion in this country. 


Building Labour. 

Mason Dicsy asked the Minister of 
Labour whether, in view of the shortage 
of labour in the building industry, he was 
prepared to modify the regulations at 
present governing the Government's 
Vocational Training Scheme so as to en- 
able ex-Servicemen who were anxious to 
train for this industry to take advantage 
oi the scheme even though they were un- 
able to prove that they were in need of 
training to enable them to obtain employ- 
ment. 

Mr. Isaacs said that the rales did not 
exclude an ex-Serviceman merely because 
he could get employment without train- 
ing. They admitted him if he was in need 
ot training to get work suitable to his 
general capacity. Accordingly, any de- 
mobilised man who was not qualified for 
a skilled occupation, but was adjudged 
capable of acquiring the necessary quali- 
fications was eligible. 

In reply to Mr. Shawcross, Mr. Isaacs 
said that steps have already been taken 
towards achieving a balanced labour 
force in the industry by increasing the 
proportion of bricklayers and of certain 
other categories of building operatives, 
as compared with carpenters, within the 
total siledution of Class B releases to the 
building industry. i 

In reply to Mr. Austin, Mr. Isaacs said 
that on , ath 12, 4,023 men were in 
training in building trades and 985 men 
had already been trained and placed in 
employment in the building industry. 
There were now 30 centres open for train- 
ing in this trade. 

Mr. Lawson, the Secretary of State for 
War, told Sqd-Leader Donner no special 
privileges in the matter of release leave 
were given to men previously employed 
in the building trade. If they were re- 
leased under Class A they received the 
normal release leave of 56 days, plus 
overseas service leave. This might 
amount to a total period of as much as 
four months’ leave in the case of a man 
who had been overseas for a long time. 
If they were released under Class B they 
received, like other men released under 
Class B, 21 days’ leave and, in addition, 
a lump sum grant equal to pay and allow- 
ances for any overseas service leave which 
would have been admissible if they had 
been released under Class A. 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 


DISCUSSION BY KINGSTON AND 
DISTRICT ARCHITECTS. 


A LecTuRE on the work of the Codes of 
Practice Committee for Building and Civil 
Engineering was recently given to the 
Kingston and District Group of the Guild- 
ford Chapter of the South-Eastern Society 
of Architects, by Dr. Roland Woods, 
M.B.E., LL.D., Director of the Commit- 
tee. The lecture, which followed the 
general lines of Dr. Woods’s paper to the 
K.1.B.A. in April last (7’he Builder, April 
12, 1945), produced an interesting discus- 
sion, in the course of which Mr. W. M. 
Carter said that he considered that while 
every architect welcomed the Codes of 
Practice, which if universally adopted 
would ensure that all building work was 
carried out to a proper standard, and that 
full advantage was being taken of con- 
temporary methods of design analysis and 
requirements, it was very difficult to see 
how these benefits were to be realised un- 
less the Codes were made mandatory. At 
present, of course, they were optional, 
and as such those conscientiously applyin 
the Codes to building work might fin 
themselves at a disadvantage due to cost 
variations with people who were prepared 
to ignore the Codes, merely being satisfied 
to comply with minimum ieolew require- 
ments. For instance, the 9-in. solid un- 
rendered external wall was definitely sub- 
standard in many ways, as was also the 
9-in. solid party wall; both these should 
be of the cavity type. The 9-in. solid wall, 
however, satisfied the bye-laws in most 
cases, and was cheaper, these being only 
two instances of improved standards affect- 
ing cost. 

Dr. Woops, in dealing with this query, 
stated that it was very difficult to give the 
Codes mandatory status in the sense that, 
for instance, the Third Schedule was in- 
corporated in the London Building Act, 
this making any failure to comply a basis 
of proceedings. Such a procedure would 
seriously curtail the flexibility of the Codes 
under varying conditions of application. 
Dr. Woods stressed, therefore, that the 
successful application of the Codes of Prac- 
tice was in the hands of the practitioner, 
particularly as these Codes were compiled 
by committees convened bv the _practi- 
tioners’ own associations and institutes. 

Mr. R. F. Atner stated that recently a 
wooden casement window had been de- 
livered for his inspection, which was re- 
ported as a standard window produced 
under Ministry of Works and the English 
Joinery Manufacturers’ Association 
(E.J.M.A.) specification. The question 
was: Is this the product of one of the 
Codes of Practice referred to?—Dr. Woops 
intimated that it was not so, but as he 
was the Chairman of the Committee of the 
M.o.W. responsible for that window, 
would the questioner write to him offering 
his observations? 

Mr. F. G. Penney suggested that a 
clause should be inserted in the relevant 
Code to the effect that all cement bags 
should be stamped with the date of manu- 
facture. This would obviate the inadver- 
tent use of cement in concreting work 
which had deteriorated through being too 
long in stock.—Dr. Woops said that this 
was a very important point, and thanked 
the questioner for a useful and construc- 
tive suggestion. 

A member of the audience asked whether 
the allowable steel stresses could be in- 
creased in order to save steel weight, in 
view of the proposed adoption on a large 
scale of broad-flanged beams and columns. 
He thought that this might be possible, 
due to the large safety factor now existing. 
—Dr. Woops, in answering, said that an 
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important factor in steel design was to 
limit the structural deflections as much as 
possible, as undue structural movement, 
due to light sections and consequent over- 
stressing, caused cracking in the interior 
plaster work and other undesirable failurés. 

Mr. Orton thought that the concrete 
cover to reinforcing bars was often insuffi- 
cient in exterior work, his point being 
that, due to the porous nature of unwater- 
proofed concrete the bars oxidised, and in 
so doing, of course, increased in bulk, with 
the result that the corners of structural 
members were cracked, and the concrete 
in many cases forced off, leaving the bars 
exposed; this was unsightly from the 
architect’s point of view, in addition to 
weakening the structural members. 

Mr. R. F. Auner asked if a Code of 
Practice for the employment of qualified 
architects was being prepared in view of 
the fact that a tremendous amount of 
development. was about to begin, and in 
the past many plans to local authorities 
had not been up to standard when pre- 
pared by unqualified persons.—Dr. Woops 
said in reply that he had no information 
to offer in relation to this —— but 
thought it might be difficult to get it 
adopted by Parliament as mandatory. All 
factors affecting new developments such as 
this were carefully surveyed, and the 
Codes would be revised from time to time 
in consultation with the relevant commit- 
tees so as to keep them up to date; he 
advised architects to avail themselves of 
copies as the Codes were most compre- 
hensive, and should form a basis of speci- 
fications. Dr. Woods went on to say that 
a classified index covering the whole range 
of the Codes of Practice would be pre- 
pared shortly, when a sufficient number of 
subjects had been dealt with to justify 
this. 

Mr. Beattie asked if the Schools of 
Architecture were being informed of the 
Codes of Practice, and were they included 
in the schools’ curriculum? The speaker 
replied that they were used by the schools. 

Mr. Harnes, commenting from the chair. 
thought that young architects who had 
qualified from school or University should 
especially avail themselves of the fund of 
knowledge and practical experience con- 
tained in the Codes. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Architectural “Practice and Procedure. 
‘By Hamizton H. Turner. (London : 
B. T. Batsford. Third Edition, revised. 
Price 18s.) 

The architect, being at his best an 
artist, is, like other artists, a creature of 
impulse. His feelings drive him forward 
by nature, and only under the strictest 
self-discipline can he tolerate the pedes- 
trian pace of system and _ method. 
And so, despite the inevitability of 
cause and effect, the average architect 
falls short in some of the precise qualities 
which make the great business man and 
organiser, and very often those with the 
greatest talent in their art show the least 
affinity towards the business of building. 

It is thus a good thing that the pro- 
fession should be sternly lectured upon its 
responsibilities, and there is none more 
qualified to lecture, with close inside 
knowledge, than the quantity surveyor. 
Mr. Turner does it modestly and with 
considerable insight. His book will 
answer many questionings of the unknown 
by the young beginner, and many an old 
stager will profit by a close reading of 
this very comprehensive book. 

One great virtue of the book is that it 
deals at length with those seemingly 
trifling details of practice, like surveys of 
property, drain-testing, schedules of dilapi- 
dations, etc., which are so easy to relegate 
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to unimportance, and which yet often pay 
a handsome dividend in the field of 
practice-building when thoroughly done. 
Some may blush self-consciously at the 
high sentiments expressed about fees. 
“Phe true architect will never regard 
the acquisition of wealth as the main 
object of his practice.’”’ A most fortu- 
nate thing, we may feel, if the term 
wealth is used in its accepted sense. But 
we fear the habit of making a rapid cast 
of 6 per cent. on the current turnover, 
with a prayer of thanks breathed that at 
least the practice will carry on in solvency 
for another twelve months, will remain a 
common one. In this section the use of 
the word ‘‘commission’’ instead of fee 
at — per cent. seems unfortunate. " 
But the fact that such a trivial point 
is quoted for criticism is really a tribute 
to the great amount of common sense and 
information that is contained in this small 
volume. G. M 


Planning Prospect, by Professor E. G. R. 
‘Yaylor. Lund Humphries and Company, 
Ltd., 12, Bedford Square, London, 
W.C.1. Price 6s. 

This work ig to some extent a summary 
of material prepared under the auspices 
of the Association for Planning and 
Regional Reconstruction, which is, as indi- 
cated in the Foreword, ‘‘a group of 
people of many professions who are con- 
cerned that physical planning shall be 
based on adequate preliminary survey and 
that plans shall then result from the com- 
posite mind’’ rather than rely on the 
inspiration of a master planner. This 
dictum may well be challenged, on the 
ground that while the course advocated 
might be suitable enough for the prepara- 
tory studies, such as form the main sub- 
stance of the book before us, these cannot 
take the place of the skilled and imagina- 
tive technician, whose function it is to 
co-ordinate them in material form. 

A strong bid is made that the scope of 
planning should be understood by the 
public in general and not left to a bureau- 
cracy, which would be contrary to the 
national temperament, With this objective, 
an educational programme is indicated, for 
the better educated people are, the more 
adaptable and far-seeing they are likely 
to be; hence its importance for adults as 
well as for young people, when new inven- 
tions and discoveries are altering the pattern 
of economic life. Education is sterile 
unless ideas are married to activities, 
answers to practical questions will be a 
corrective to an over-idealistic attitude 
and bring them down to rational solu- 
tions. The present divorce between the 
world of formal education and the world 
of affairs is regarded as a national mis- 
fortune. 

The findings in the Barlow, Scott and 
Uthwatt reports, where they refer to 
aspects of planning, are reviewed, and the 
difficulties they raise receive attention, but 
they are not completely solved. Indeed, 
that could hardly be expected, as they are 
still being vigorously argued by some of 
the leading authorities in the land. Later 
on the range is extended to planning 
achievements in Russia and the United 
States, and those bearing, though different 
in scale, on the programme now facing 
this country. The position here comes 
in for drastic criticism more or less on 
the lines familiar to the recognised expon- 
ents of the art of town and country 
planning. 

Taken as a whole, this book serves a 
useful purpose as suited to arouse an 
interest in planning and_ reconstruction 
among those who have not up to the pre- 
sent given any close and sustained atten- 
tion to the subject. be A ie, 
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PROFIT SHARING IN THE 


BUILDING INDUSTRY 


By E. B. RICE-PYLE. 


Wiru the advancement of modern ideals 
in our industry, there is an increasing 
demand on the part of labour or em- 
ployees of firms to have a say in the direc- 
tion or betterment of industria] condi- 
tions in the industry upon which their 
livelihood depends, ‘There is also a grow- 
ing tendency on the part of the workman 
not to give of his best when he knows 
that by increasing his efforts—thereby 
giving greater output—any financial gain 
goes, under the present system of fixed 
wages, direct into the hands of the em- 
ployer or group of financial interests, who, 
in most cases, are not prepared to hand 
back to their men a proportion of the 
gain. 
During the war the Government, under 
its war-time powers, introduced into in- 
dustry the ‘“‘ Essential Work Order,” 
which contained a stipulation that a sys- 
tem of payment by results should be put 
into operation in order to bring about in- 
creased output, but at the same time to 
give to the workman for hig increased out- 
- financial remuneration in addition to 

is fixed hourly wage. Although the 
Essential Work Order has brought about 
increased output, it has at the same time 
caused in the industry certain dissatisfae- 
tion amongst the men, due to its very 
limited scope in relation to bonus. Much 
of the work on a typical building contract 
is unsuitable for bonus operation. By this 
it is intended to convey that only a small 
percentage of the workmen were able to 

ain financially. Recently the Ministry of 
abour obtained from war-time building 
operations data which showed that on an 
average less than 35 per cent. of the work- 
men on any of these works had ever par- 
taken in bonus work, to enable them to 
gain additional remuneration. 

On the employers’ side, the system has 
brought about discontent because of the 
employees’ entire disregard for quality of 
workmanship, pride of craftsmanship, 
economical use of materials, and because 
of abuse in the use of plant. It has 
been possible for bonus gangs to earn a 
high rate of bonus and it is readily agreed 
that the employer has benefited by the 
increased output, but it is to be doubted 
if he has gained financially after due 
allowance has been made for excessive 
waste and plant and material scattered 
and broken around the work. It can be 
argued that this can be got over by ade- 
quate supervision, but from my own ex- 
perience it would require a *‘ policeman ”’ 
to every workman; this in turn reflects in 
increased building costs. 

Now that the post-war era has been 
reached, it is assumed that the war-time 
‘*Essential Work Order’’ will be aban- 
doned, but labour has tasted, in a small 
way, the fruits of financial reward in re- 
lation to increased effort. Is the opera- 
tive prepared to accept the principle of 
a flat rate for everyone, whatever his 
capabilities? Is he ea ages to accept a 
modified Essential Work Order, which is 
unwanted by the employer, but pressed 
for in some camouflaged form by the 
Trade Unions? 

It is now suggested here that this posi- 
tion can be adequately met by the intro- 
duction into our industry of Profit-Sharing, 
whereby all from top to bottom will-share 
a proportion of the capital earnings of 
the firm in relation to the Jabour costs. 

It should be noted that Profit-Sharing 
is not in any way a new idea, but has 
stood the test of many years’ successful 
operation in many industries, but it is 
essential—and this cannot be emphasised 
too strongly—-that any profit-sharing 
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scheme should be most carefully con- 
sidered and planned if it is to run its 
proper and equitable course. 


Essentials of Successful 
, Schemes. 

1. The basis of ascertainment must be 
settled in advance of putting any scheme 
into operation.’ 

2. The amounts of profits distributable 
should be appreciable in normal times, as 
it is necessary to stimulate interest 
amongst workers. It is clear that if dis- 
tributions of profit in normally busy 
times are so small as to be unappreciated 
by the workers this is a flaw which, of 
itself, would condemn any scheme. 

3. Distributions should be as frequent 
as possible. 

4. Inequality of distributions must be 
avoided ; precision is necessary in devising 
a | scheme. : 

. Provision should be made for indivi- 
dual merit. 

6. There must be no elastic or arbitrary 
clauses. 

7. The profits distributable must be cer- 
tified by chartered accountants or quali- 
<ed auditors. 

8. Full consideration of all legitimate 
complaints and suggestions by workmen. 

9. The Profit-Sharing Agreement should 
be legally binding. 

10. The yield to the employer should be 
adequate in respect of his capital. 


SCHEME NO. 1. 


CHART. 
Profits after charging 
Wages, Fixed Interest, 
Capital Interest, or 

Net Profits. 


Profit-Sharing 


| 
Capital’s Share Labour’s eas 


of ‘ease of Profits 
| 
| | 
Reserves Reserves 
Dividends for for Cash 
or Bonus’ Benefit of Benefit of Distri- 
Shares. Capital. Labour. bution. 


1. Tue Conrract. The employer will 
enter into a deed of contract with each 
workman as from the effective date of com- 
mencement of employment. The contract 
will set out in full the profit-sharing 
scheme with provision to operate the 
scheme for a period of five years. At the 
end of this time the employer and two 
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nominees of the workmen will meet to con- 
sider the desirable adjustments to the 
scheme, and either by mutual agreement 
between the employer and employee or b 

submission to arbitration the contract will 
be varied, and in its amended form 
renewed for a period of five years. At 
the end of each five years a further revision 
will be undertaken & the same procedure 
if found desirable. 

Nore.—It might be desirable to set up a trus- 
teeship, with “A” a nominee of the employer, 
“B” a nominee of the workmen, and “C” 
an independent person, who will act or contract 
with the employer as trustee for the workers. 
Any vacancy in the office of trustee under the 
deed will be filled by the party to the contract 
who was responsible for the original nomination. 

2. THe Basis or ASCERTAINMENT. The 
method of ascertaining the division of the 
profits will be set out in the contract 
with the workman, as referred to in clause 
No. 1. 

(2) Payment of basic rates of wages such 
as those fixed by the responsible wage- 
fixing body. 

(b) Payment of a fixed rate, 74 per cent., 
upon the capital employed in the firm, 
irrespective of the nature of the invest- 
ment. That is to say, ordinary shares, 
preference shares, debentures, mortgages, 
and unsecured loans, all shall be treated 
under one class as capital. 

(c) Division of the balance of the profit 
between capital and labour will at all times 
depend on the proportions of (a) and (5). 

Nore.—(2 (b)) The interest or fixed rate is 
irrespective of the rates which the employer 
may have to contract to pay on such invest 
ments. The rate of interest to be paid under 
the scheme could be fixed by reference to the 
ruling Bank Rate. 

Note.—(2 (b) and 2 (c>) Or it may be advisable 
to do it conversely, so that labour takes the fixed 
percentage and capital the risk. 

3. Reserves. Reserves for the benefit 
of capital must be set up out of the share 
profits due to capital upon the lines illus- 
trated in the Chart. Reserves for the 
benefit of the workers will be created from 
the profits due to labour. 

Normal depreciation will form proper 
charges against the profits, before ascer- 
taining the amount divisible between 
capital and labour, and the auditor’s or 
accountant’s certificate as provided for in 
Clause 4 will be binding as to this. 

4. Avpriror’s Certiricate. The auditor 
or accountant will certify the amount of 
distribution in the terms of the following 
certificate :— 

A.B.C. Co., Ltd., 
Workers’ quarterly distribution. 
Quarter ended.................. 1945. 


We hereby certify that we have audited 
the accounts of the Company for the three 
months ended and that the 
amount distributable upon each share in 
terms of profit-sharing agreement amounts 
to £ The amount added to the 
workers’ reserve fund amounts to £......... 
for the quarter, leaving a balance on the 
reserve fund account of £............. 

(Signed) X.Y.Z. and Co., 
(Chartered Accountants). 

For the convenience of the workers the 
following table should be appended to the 
certificate :— 

Amount payable on 1 Share £.................. 
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5. Employers’ Share of Profits.—As 
provided for in Clause 2b, the yield 
upon the capital in the firm will be 7% 
per cent., which is fixed according to the 
risks involved, such as bank rate and 
other contractual risks. 

It is to be noted that the term 
“‘capital” for the purposes of the 
scheme is not confined to the nominal 
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share capital, but also comprises : Mort- 
gages, debentures and debenture bonds, 
general loans and bank loans, ordinary 
and deferred share capital, preference 
share -capital, accumulated profits and 
reserves. 

The fixed percentage of 74 per eent. 
will apply to the whole a! the afore- 
said capital, so that where the loan 
capital has been raised at a rate of 
interest different from that fixed under 
Clause 2 (Basis of Ascertainment), the sur- 
plus interest will belong to the ordinary 
shareholders and conversely. 

6. Periodical Distributions.—Accounts 
will be made up quarterly and distribu- 
tions will be certified as soon after the 
end of each quarter as practicable. In 
making the quarterly distribution of the 
certified profits, 5 per cent. will be with- 
held until the end of the firm’s financial 
year, which year will end on April 5 in 
any year. 

Note.—This is not really essential, but one 
can foresee for many reasons that it would be 
impossible gauge any profits precisely over 
so short a period, and it would be as well to err 
on the right side. The end of the firm’s year 
would have to conform with the Income Tax 
year or P.A.Y.E. 

7. Distribution of Workers’ Profits.— 
The total profits attributable to the 
workers. will be distributed to each 
worker according to the number of 
shares which have been allocated to him. 
These shares,’ known for convenience as 
“‘ ScHeME SHARES,” are to be distinguish- 
able from the share capital of the com- 
pany in the following respects :— 

(a) Scheme shares are merely hypotheti- 
cal factors of calculation ; 

(b) Such shares are not required to be 
registered under the Companies ct, 
1929 (b); 

(c) They have no nominal value what- 
ever, depending on their own value upon 
the rights attaching to them in the scheme; 

(d) They carry no right of voting upon 
the management or control of the firm at 
any time; 

(e) The allotment of the ‘‘Scueme 
Suares”’ will be made upon the following 
basis :— 

(1) Upon the completion of three 
months’ service—one share; 
(2) Upon the completion of one year’s 

service—one further share; . 


(3) Upon the completion of every 
three years’ service—one share; 

(4) For an award under Clause 8— 
one share. 

Note.—In the case of dismissal, the scheme 
share or shares which have been allocated to a 
a ny — be —s. and the workman 

vill be paid any profit due for the qu 
divided by the number of days vane — 

8. Individual Merit.—Each year the 
directors will award or allot such shares 
as they think fit in respect of individual 
merit. 

9. Administrative Workers.—All ad- 
ministrative workers will participate in 
the scheme. 


10. Register of Distribution.—A regis- 
ter of all distributions will be kept at the 
registered offices of the firm. The an- 
nouncement of the distribution will be 
posted up on all jobs, works and head 
office of the firm in a prominent position, 
and will be expressed as a sum payable on 
each scheme share, accompanied by a copy 
of the auditor’s certificate. Payment will 
follow within one week. 

11. Share Certificates.—A share certifi- 
cate will be issued to each employee and 
it will show on the reverse side the num- 
ber of scheme shares registered in the 
name of the holder. 
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Front of Certificate. Certificate No. 
A.B.C. Co., Lrp. 
Employee’s Profit-Sharing Scheme. 
This is to certify that. Mr. ..........:...04+ 
is the registered holder of ............ shares 
in the aforesaid Profit-Sharing Scheme, to- 
gether with such further shares as may be 
properly endorsed hereon from time to 


time. 
ES CE Y Ts aa Trustee. 
(Siened): :i5!9..03..d%.. Jaane Director. 
Date econ, sh, 20 1945. 


Back of Certificate. 
This provides spaces for endorsement as 
necessary. 


12. Memo. of Items which would have 
to be considered with exvert or legal 
advice. 

1. Articles of Association prepared to 
incorporate a profit-sharing scheme. 

2. Attitude of various trade unions to 
profit-sharing. 

3. Operation of P.A.Y.E. 

4. Excess Profits Tax. 

5. Discussions with accountants versed 
in profit-sharing accountancy. 

13. Example of the Scheme in operation. 
—The following example is given to illus- 
trate the practical working of the scheme 
and for convenience is dealt with upon an 
annual basis :— 


£ £ 

Share Capital ... 30,000 
6 per cent. Debentures ... 10,000 
Reserves and Accumulated 

Profits... Rs .. 4,000 

44,000 

Total Wagest‘or the year 70,000 
Net profit for the year ... 10,000 


Number of employees 300 
Number of shares issued to 
employees under scheme 900 
Percentage upon capital as 
fixed under Clause 2, 74 ner cent. 
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Allocation of Profits. £ 
Fixed interest on capital, viz., 7 
per cent. on £44,000... 2. 3,300 


6 per cent, on £10,000 to deben- 
ture holders aa by i 600 
Balance due to shareholders being 





9 per cent. on the issued capital 2,700 
3,300 

Balance £10,000 

35,300 

£6,700 

£ 
Divisible as under: 

To Workers—70/73rds of £6,700 6,425 
To Capital—3/T3rds of £6,700 275 
£6,700 

Fixed interest £3,300 

Divisible Profits £6,700 
£10,000 





The proportion of the total wages to 
fixed interest on capital is as 70,000 is to 
3.300, giving a total of 73,500 and the 
fractions thus quoted. 

The number of shares held by the work- 
men is 900, an average of three per 
worker. 

The distribution per scheme share 
amounts to 2s. 9d. per share, or 
£21 8s. 3d. per head. 

(To be continued) 


AvtHor’s Note.—The whole of this information 
has been obtained, used and condensed from the 
following books and publications: Gfilman’s 
“ Profit-Sharing and Co-Partnership ”’; Askwith’s 
“ Profit-Sharing ” ; Bill introduced into the House 
of Commons on Co-Partnership, 1923; The Labour 
Co-Partnership Association; H.M. Stationery 
Office, Report Cmd.544. ‘‘ Profit-Sharing and 
Labour Co-Partnership,” 1920. 


SPEEDING UP OUTPUT 
JOINT PRODUCTION COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS 


Mr. G. W. Bucuanan, C.B.E., who last 
week retired from the presidency of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, has been elected chairman of 
the Joint Production Council which has 
been set up in the building industry in 
terms of the recent wages agreement to 
speed up output to at least the 1938 level. 

Mr. J. W. Stephenson, C.B.E., Presi- 
dent of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives, has been elected 
Vice-Chairman of the Council, with Mr. 
Richard Coppock, C.B.E., and Mr. I. 
Ernest Jones, Joint Secretaries. 

The Council consists of the executives of 
the two national federations, and sub- 
committees are already at work investi- 
gating the best means of’ tackling the 


problem. 
OBITUARY 


Francis Sim. 

We regret to record the death, on Janu- 
ary 27, of Mr. Francis Sim, at Exeter, 
in his 84th year. Mr, Sim will be remem- 
bered by many for his long association 
with Art Pavements and Decorations, 
Ltd., of Camden Town, with which firm 
(and their predecessors, Messrs, Degrelle, 
Houdret and Co.) he served for over 50 
years, occupying, at different times, the 
ositions both of manager and secretary. 

r. Sim retired from active business ten 
ears ago, and after damage to his London 
ome through enemy action in the early 
part of the war, he lived at Exmouth. His 
oss will be regretted by many, par- 
ticularly by those of the older generation 
to whom he was best known. 
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TEMPORARY WAR-TIME 


BUILDINGS 


CONVERSION TO HOUSING USE 


A Munisrry of Health Circular (20/46) 
on this subject states that the Govern- 
ment have had under consideration the 
terms on which surplus Government pro- 
perty, including hutments and hostels 
erected for Service needs or for industrial 
and agricultural workers, can be made 
available to local authorities for housing 
purposes, 

It is impossible to forecast the extent 
to which these temporary buildings are 
likely to become surplus to the require- 
ments of the Government Departments, 
and, further, preliminary investigation 
has shown that many of them could not 
be satisfactorily converted for housing 

urposes without uneconomical use of 
abour and materials, which ought not to 
be diverted to this work if they can be 
more profitably used on the erection of 

rmanent houses, or the repair and re- 
uilding of war-damaged houses. Subject 
to these considerations, and to the condi- 
tions set out below, the Minister is pre- 
pared to consider proposals from local 
authorities to take over temporary build- 
ings for housing purposes. 

in some instances the structure and 
planning of the buildings will enable them 
to be converted at reasonable cost into 
temporary dwellings with accommodation 
comparable with that provided by the 
temporary houses supplied by the Gov- 
ernment. In such cases, provided that 
they are sited in places where, as far as 
can be foreseen, temporary housing is 
likely to be required and to be acceptable 
to tenants for at least 10 years, the 
buildings may be transferred to local 
authorities on the terms and conditions 
explained below. The plans of conversion 
will ‘be subject to the Department’s 
approval. 

The Minister is not empowered under 
existing legislation to make contributions 
to local authorities in respect of the ex- 
penses incurred on works of this character. 
He proposes, however, to seek powers 
for the purpose by legislation which will 
be introduced to deal with the rate of 
housing subsidy during the immediate 
post-war years. 

Other temporary buildings may not be 
considered to be pegs oo suitable for 
conversion into dwellings of the standard 
indicated above or may ‘be in _ places 
where, although there is an immediate 


housing need, this need may be met in | 


other ways after a few years. In such 
cases “where the temporary _ buildings 
could be adapted with a reasonable expec- 
tation of at least five years of life the 
Minister will consider proposals from 
local authorities for very simple works 
of conversion. The net approved expendi- 
ture on a scheme of this kind will be re. 
imbursed to local authorities in the same 
way as in the case of accommodation pro- 
vided for persons inadequately housed 
but plans and estimates or tenders will 


be subject to the prior approval of the 


Department. 

n other instances local authorities 
may consider that urgent needs for family 
accommodation could be met by the use 
of surplus hostels or camps with the 
minimum amount of work to convert 


cubicle or dormitory blocks into bed- | 


rooms, and with common use of other 
buildings, including kitchens, dining and 
recreation halls, bath and wash places, 
etc. Arrangements of this kind can 
clearly be only of a very temporary dura- 
tion and can be successful only with 
efficient management and the employment 
of a nucleus of experienced staff. The 
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Minister will consider any proposals 
which local authorities may wish to make, 
and will arrange for his officers to give 
all assistance possible to those local 
authorities who wish to prepare schemes 
of this kind. The buildings will be made 
available to the local authority free of 
charge. Any necessary conversion (after 
approval by the Department) must be 
undertaken by the local authority, who 
will be required to make an agreed 
charge to the tenants in respect of the 
accommodation __ provided. The _ net 
approved expenditure will be reimbursed 
by the Exchequer. In respect of any 
communal services. i canteen, heating, 
etc., the local authority must make 
charges to tenants which will cover the 
full cost of those services. 

The Minister has arranged with the 
Minister of Works that this Department 
shall be notified when temporary build- 
ings suitable for conversion or other 
housing uses become surplus to the Gov- 
ernment’s requirements. The local 
authority of the district in which any 
stch buildings are situated will be given 
every facility for inspecting the site and 
the buildings, and for deciding whether 
conversion into temporary dwellings or 
other housing uses is practicable. In some 
cases the Minister may think it right to 
offer surplus properties to local authori- 
ties of other districts. 

Schemes for conversion or other use of 
surplus temporary buildings should be 
submitted to the Principal Housing 
Officer in each region, who will also ad- 
vise local authorities, if so requested, 
whether any hostels or other similar 
buildings in which they are interested are 
likely to become surplus. Unnecessary 
work may be avoided if the Senior 
Regional Architect is consulted when 
plans are being prepared. 


An Appointment. 

Messrs. Hottoway Brotuers (LON- 
pon), Lrp., announce that they have 
appointed Mr. James R. Lockie, O0.B.E., 
as secretary of the Company. 
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GOVERNMENT HOUSING 


POLICY 


UNFAIR TREATMENT OF PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE 


SPEAKING on the Government's housing 
policy at an open meeting of the Federa- 
tion of Master Builders eld at the Mid- 
land Institute, Birmingham, on Febru- 
ary 5, Srr Hapry Sexrey, J.P., President, 
said that to meet the demands and make 
progress we must have, as _ regards 
materials, a well-balanced organisation to 
provide a steady flow of materials from 
the works. The reinstatement of labour 
to those | gery in the factories, etc., 
such goods as bricks, cement, lime, tiles, 
slates, timber, light castings, etc., was of 
primary importance. Distribution must 
take place at local level, since the com- 
ponent — in the production of a house 
are, in the main, drawn from local sources, 
The stabilisation of prices of materials 
and even the further removal of purchase 
tax from those essential goods should 
take place. The early return of all those 
skilled operatives who were experienced 
in the industry was, to some extent, now 
being achieved, but until the flow of 
material was there for their use, they 
could not operate, 


_‘* The present licence limits of £1,300 
in London and £1,200 in the provinces,” 
Str Harry continued, ‘‘are impossible 
figures for the industry to work to, to 
produce the houses required. Costs are 
over 100 per cent. up on pre-war figures, 
ana are still rising. Private enterprise 
to-day that is in the fortunate position of 
being able to build within these limits is 
being delayed at every turn. We have an 
example where some of our own mem- 
bers were waiting months for licences and 
the position became so serious that some 
eventually had to discharge the operatives 
because they could not afford to keep 
them hanging about any longer. We have 
to convince the Government that that 
policy is wrong. Private enterprise must 
pees 100 per cent. I believe they are 
ready realising their mistake, and that 
we can look forward to an improvement 
in the programme. 


“We have recently had a 4d. increase 
in wages. It is believed that this increase 
will make a difference of °% per cent. in 
total cost of a house, and I suggest that 
within the present limits this would re- 
present the majority of builders’ profit 
upon the contract. Also, remember, 
materials are still rising in price. Imme- 
diately the increase of wages took place 
the Federation contacted the Ministry or 


oO 
a 


| Health as to their method of dealing with 


this increase so far as licences were con- 
cerned. In due course, the Minister gave 
us his opinion that the increase in wages 
would be justified by an increased output 
and that therefore he did not propose to 
increase licence values.’’ This was nothing 
more than a further endeavour to crush 
rivate enterprise at the expense of the 
ocal authority contractor. 


“If builder ‘A’ holds a contract to 
erect 50 houses for a local authority,” 
said Str Harry, “his form of contract 
contains a rise and fall clause. He is 
therefore able to recover additional costs 
incurred subsequent to the signing of the 
contract, by rise in wages or materials. 
Builder ‘B’ holds a licence to build 50 
similar houses by private enterprise. What 
is his position? He is unable to recover 
a penny of additional cost. He is told 
by the Minister that the additional costs 
will be compensated by increased output. 
This matter of course is being followed up 
with the utmost vigour by the Federa- 
tion.” 











LAW REPORTS 


COUNTY COURT’S JURISDICTION IN 
CLAIM FOR POSSESSION OF DWELLING 
HOUSE. 

Court oF APPEAL. 


Before THe Master oF THE Rotts and 
Lorps Justices Du Parce and Tucker. 


Somershield v. Robin. 

This case, which raised the question of 
a County Court Judge’s jurisdiction to 
hear and determine a claim by the plaintiff 
as landlord for possession of a furnished 
dwelling-house at Wilmslow, Cheshire, 
came before the Court on the appeal of the 
defendant, the tenant, from a decision of 
Judge Burgis, sitting at Altrincham 
County Court, holding that he had juris- 
diction, and thus overruling a preliminary 
objection by the defendant that he had 
not. 


The short facts were that the house 
had been let by the plaintiff to the 
defendant at a rent of £22 15s. a month, 
this rent including the use of the fur- 
niture in the house, and the landlord pay- 
ing the rates, which amounted to £35 13s. 
a year. 

The defendant contended before the 
County Court Judge that, as the rent of 
the house exceeded £100 a year—amount- 
ing to £273 a year—the Judge, under the 
provisions of Section 48 of the County 
Court Act, 1934, had no jurisdiction to 
hear the claim. The Judge, however, as 
before stated, held that he had and could 
apportion the sum of £273 paid as rent, 
and in the circumstances he decided that 
£150 a year was the value of the furniture, 
and as the landlord paid the rates he 
deducted the £35 13s. and the £150 from 
the gross amount of £273, and thus arrived 
at a sum of less than £100 for the rent of 
the house itself. 

At the conclusion of the arguments, the 
Court allowed the appeal. 

The Master of the Rolls, in the course 
of giving judgment, said that the rent in 
this case was higher because it included 
the use of the furniture, but the fact that 
the figure finally agreed upon as rent was 
so increased was immaterial; that final 
contractural figure was the rent. In the 
Rent Restriction Acts, the Legislature had 
expressly provided for apportionment 
where rent included the use of furniture, 
but no such provision could be read into 
the County Court Act. No doubt in nego- 
tiating the rent to be paid, consideration 
would be given that the landlord was to 
pay the rates, but once the figure for rent 
was finally agreed upon, it was rent and 
nothing else, and therefore could not be 
dissected. In these circumstances, he 
thought the appeal succeeded and should 
be allowed. 

The Lords Justices concurred and the 
appeal was accordingly allowed. 

Mr. G. G. Honeyman appeared for the 
appellant; and Mr. Redman Barry, K.C., 
and Mr. J. S. R. Abdela for the respondent 
(the plaintiff). 


RENT RESTRICTION ACTS AND A 
RECTORY COTTAGE 
Court or APPEAL. 
Before Lorps Justices Scorr, MackINNoN 
and Morton. 


Neale v. Jennings. 

The question to be decided in this case 
was whether a cottage which was closely 
adjacent to a rectory and which formed 
part of the rectory property was or was 
not necessary for the convenient occupa- 
tion of the rectory, and came before the 
Court on the appeal of the plaintiff, the 
rector of Long Marton, Westmorland, 
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from the judgment of the County Court 
Judge sitting at Appleby County Court, 
dismissing the rector’s claim for possession 
of the cottage. The material facts of the 
case were as follows: ‘The rectory, in 
which the plaintiff lived, had 22 rooms, 
19 of which were furnished. ‘The plaintiff, 
a bachelor at the material time, had living 
with him at the rectory an officer, his 
wife and two children, and also two ser- 
vants. The defendant to the claim was 
the occupier of the cottage in question, 
and which the plaintiff had given him 
notice to quit upon the ground that he 
wanted the cottage for the occupation of 
a man and his wife he wished to employ 
in and about the rectory property. As 
the defendant refused to leave the cottage, 
the plaintiff brought the action claiming 
possession. 

The County Court. Judge held that 
inasmuch as the plaintiff could accommo- 
date the two persons he wished to employ 
at the rectory, the cottage was not neces- 
sary for the convenient occupation of the 
rectory, and therefore that the cottage 
did not come within the purview of the 
Pluralities Act, as plaintiff contended, but 
came within the scope of the Rent Restric- 
tion Acts, and that the plaintiff, in the 
circumstances, was not entitled to the 
order he claimed. From this result the 
plaintiff now appealed. 

The appeal was dismissed. 

Lord Justice Scott, giving judgment, 
said that that Court had previously laid 
down that where the Pluralities Act, 1838, 
applied, the Rent Restriction Acts did not. 
Whether or not the cottage was exempt 
from the provisions of the Rent Restric- 
tion Acts was a question of fact for the 
County Court Judge, on which _his 
decision was conclusive. He (the Lord 
Justice) was of opinion the decision was 
right and that the appeal failed and should 
be dismissed. 

The other members of the Court con- 
curred, and the appeal was accordingly 
dismissed with costs. 

Mr. Malcolm Wright appeared for 
appellant, and Mr. G. P. Glanfield for 
respondent (defendant). 
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BUILDING INDUSTRY 


CONFEDERATION 


INAUGURAL LUNCHEON 


Tue inaugural luncheon of the Building 
Industry Confederation was held at the 
Imperial Hotel, Birmingham, on January 
24, when Mr. Gerald Harper, the Chair- 
man of the Interim Executive Committee 
of the Confederation, presided. The Con- 
federation, we are informed, is a new body 
which has just been formed in Birming- 
ham after discussions which have been 
proceeding for some time past between 
the existing associations representing the 
various branches of the building trade. 
Among the organisations represented at 
the gathering were the following: Bir- 
mingham Association of Building Trades 
Employers ; Birmingham and District 
House Builders’ Association; Building 
Industry Distributors; Midland Brick 
Masters’ Association; Birmingham Brick 
Masters’ Association; National Federation 
of Master Painters and Decorators (Mid- 
land Area); Birmingham and _ District 
Master Painters’ Association; Birmingham 
and District Association of Employer 
Plumbers; Birmingham Slating and Tiling 
Contractors; Paint Merchants’ Associa- 
tion; National Federation of Ironmongers; 
the Electrical Contractors’ Association 
(Birmingham Branch). 


In an opening address Mr, Harper ex- 
plained briefly the objects of the Con- 
federation. These, he said, covered the 
widest possible field and were designed to 
enable the Confederation to take action 
in any desired direction to effect improve- 
ment in the conditions in the industry and 
in its service to the community. In the 
past no effort had been made to form a 
body to co-ordinate and regulate the 
general organisation of the industry, 
with power to carry into effect what 
democratically elected representatives of 
the industry judged to be desirable and 
necessary. Some said that the industry 
had such an organisation in the Building 
Industries National Council, but he and 
his colleagues did not share that view, as 
the Building Industries National Council 
appeared to have no executive power. 
‘*Surely,”” said Mr. Harper, ‘‘ the time 
has arrived when the various parts of the 
building industry can get together and 
evolve fair conditions of trading as be- 
tween one section of the industry and 
another, through which means increased 
efficiency in our transactions will secure a 
reduction in cost. The products of this 
increased efficiency will be shared between 
the public, the members of the Confedera- 
tion, and the Confederation itself, in the 
latter case for the purpose of attaining 
some of the other objects of the Con- 
federation; primarily, those dealing with 
the education and training of the personnel 
coming into the industry up to the extent 
eventually of creating a Chair of Building 
at a University which would embrace all 
subjects dealing with the manufacture of 
our articles to the completed work and 
also for financing technical research which 
the industry has not, in the past, sup- 
ported to any material extent.” 

The Confederation had no intention of 
interfering in the internal affairs of a con- 
stituent association or of taking any action 
in regard to matters which were merely 
the domestic concern of such association. 
Moreover, where any controversy or dis- 
pute affected only the members of one 
constituent association the Confederation 
had no power to intervene unless requested 
to do so by the association concerned. 

Mr. E. C. Braves, Chairman of the Bir- 
mingham Brick Masters’ Association and 
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President of the Midland Federation of 
Brick and Tile Manufacturers, in pro- 
posing the toast of ‘‘ The Confederation,” 
said there was reasonable cause to ho 
the Confederation would receive full co- 
operation from the City Council, which 
vas using its new powers with great 
ability, and with every intention to 
mobilise the building force available to 
provide the largest number of houses in 
the shortest possible time. Mobilisation 
of the building industry was the crying 
need of the country to-day, and he did 
not think they in the industry were satis- 
fed with the progress made—particularly 
with the help they were receiving from 
ihe Ministry of Health, which was respon- 
sible for the houses, or from the Ministry 
of Works, responsible for materials, 


HOUSE BUILDERS AND THE 
GOVERNMENT 


Sin JonaH WaALKER-Smiin, Chairman of 
the National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council, addressing the Federation of 
Registered House-builders in Manchester 
las. week, said that the proper housing of 
the people was essential whether viewed 
fran political, economic or social aspects, 
aud in the light of experience of many 
years the greatest contribution to the 
building of houses could be made by. com- 
mercial or speculative house-builders. 

‘All building employers must stand 
four-square in their efforts to assist the 
Government to get the houses built,” said 
Sa JonaH. ‘“‘ Havi known Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan very weil for a long time, 
I feel sure that he will not allow political 
ideology to stand in his way of utilising 
the experience of the specialised house- 
builders. ‘They are the people who have 
built the vast majority of the houses in 
the past, and they.can do so again. All 
members -of the lederation, of Registered 
House-Builders, who are being organised 
to hal the Minister ‘of ’Health, are 
pledged to the elimination of jerry ‘build- 
ing and improvement of design, accom- 
modation, equipment and convenience.” 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Advance Preparation of Housing Sites: 
Use of German Prisoners of War 


The Ministry of Health, in a circular to 
Housing Authorities, states that. where 
sites which were not included in the 
original tender are added to group 
schemes at any subsequent, time, the 
Ministry of Works will be prepared to 
agree to the work being added to the 
existing P.O.W. contract. All such addi- 
tional sites, however, come within the 
definition of works for which no tenders 
have been received and local authorities 
who put forward additional sites cannot 
obtain the advantage of having their 
liability assessed on the prices of the 
original tender. Some of these original 
group tenders’ were low, and no contrac- 
tor would be willing now to add sites to 
the contract at the original price. In 
forwarding applications for approval of 
added. _ sites, local authorities should 
therefore proceed on the basis of the 
Ministry of Works’ 4 ‘bills of 
quantities (see paragraph 4 (a) of Minis- 
try of Health Circular 90/45). 


Use of Copper Water Fittings. 

The Minister of Health announces that 
copper.is at present in good supply. 
Local authorities may therefore wish to 
consider. making further use of it in 
suitable cases for plumbing work in their 
housing schemes. Materials used should 
comply with the British Standard 
Specifications for copper products given 
in the Appendix to Circular 211/45. 
Cireular 34/36. which contains this 
news, adds: Local authorities no doubt 
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appreciate that some precautions may 
be necessary to avoid corrosion where 
copper and some other metal are used 
in the same system. 


NEWS ITEMS 


** Enemies of Timber.” 


Messrs. Jenson and Nicholson, Ltd., 
issue from Carpenter’s-road, Stratford, 
E.15., a booklet entitled ‘‘ Enemies of 
Timber.” Various aspects of timber 
decay, both by fungoid and _ insect 
attack, are fully discussed. 


Reinforced Concrete Progress. 

The Reinforced Concrete Association 
has issued a second review of recent 
progress in reinforced concrete design 
Copies of this useful publication may be 
obtained, price ls. 6d., from. the Asso- 
ciation at 94, Petty France, S.W.1. 


Tile Fireplace Makers. 

The Tile Fireplace Makers’ Association, 
with offices at 381, Salisbury House, 
London Wall, London, E.C.2 (Tel: 
Monarch 9235), has been formed for the 
promotion and advancement of the in- 
terests of makers of tile fireplaces. The 
chairman is Mr. S. A. Clark, of Messrs. 
B. Finch and Co., Ltd., Belvedere 
Works, Barkingside, Essex. 

Local Land Charges. 

The Town and Country Planning Act, 
1944 (Registration of Orders) Rules, 1945, 
which have been made by the Lord 
Chancellor under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1944, and the Land Charges 
Act, 1925, have been issued (8.R. & O., 
No. 1677/L.24). Part VI of the Schedule 
to the Official Cértificate of Search (form 
L.L.C.I. (B)) can be obtained from His 
Majesty’s Stationery Office in the usual 
manner. ~- 


a a 
A DECORATIVE AND. 
WATERPROOFING 


TREATMENT FOR CONCRETE 
CEMENT RENDERING 
BRICKWORK, ASBESTOS, ETC. 


“STIC B” 


STONE COVERING 














OTHER PRODUCTS: 


SEMI-STONE COVERING 
PLASTIC PAINT 
FLAT PAINT 
DISTIC 
(Washable Distemper) 
TRANSPARENT 
DAMPROOFING LIQUID 











“STIC B” PAINT SALES LTD. 


69, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
WHITEHALL 9958 
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Wood Preservatives: B.S.S. 

A. B.S. Specification for Classification 
of Wood Preservatives (No. 1,282) just 
issued, is obtainable from the British 
Standards Institution, 28, Victoria-street, 
London, 8.W.1, price 2s. 


Bricks from Flue Dust. 


A process recently developed at the 
Mitchell Engineering Works, Peter- 
borough, makes it possible for bricks to 
be manufactured from the flue dust waste 
of power stations. This waste has in 
the past cost some £2,000,000 a year to 
dispose of, but it is now estimated that 
from it can be made sufficient bricks 
each year to build. between 70,000 and 
80,000 houses. ‘ 


The Howard House. 

We are informed that, in response to 
the Ministry of Health Circular, replies 
have now been received from twenty-two 
local authorities, applying for the factory- 
made permanent Howard house. Messrs. 
John Howard and Co., Ltd., announce 
that the production of Howard houses in 
the vicinity of Newcastle is being planned 
to employ local labour and use local mate- 
rial, provided that sufficient support is 
given by the various local authorities in 
that part of the country. 


L.M.B.A. Area Chairmen. 

Following their annual meetings, the 
London Master Builders’ Association 
Areas have appointed the following Area 
Chairmen for 1946 

Central Area No. 1—C. E. B. Head 
(F. D. and H. Head, Ltd., Notting Hill 
Gate); Central Area No. 2.—A. W. Yeo- 
mans (Yeomans and Partners, Ltd., May- 
fair); Central Area No. 3.—R. L.- Roberts 
(L. H. and R. Roberts, Southampton 
Row); Central Area No. 4.—F. Proctor 
(E. Proctor and Sons, Plumstead); Cen- 
tral Area No. 5.—H. F. Webb (F. and 
H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Herne Hill); Northern 
Area.—Alex. G. Payne (Turner and 
Payne, North Finchley); North Eastern 
Area.—Arthur -W. Davies, M.B.E. (Can- 
ning Town); North Western Area.—-R. BE. 
Welch (Liddlelow, Ltd., Sudbury Town); 
Southern Area.—J. E. Pickett (Burnand 
and Pickett, Ltd., Wallington); South 
Eastern Area.—H. H. Friday (H. Friday 
and’ Son,’ Erith); South Western Area.— 
E. A. Thorogood (Thorogood and Sons; 
Surbiton). % ? 
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NEW BUILDINGS... |: 


MOTHERWELL AND WISHAW.—Dean of 
Guild Court passed plans for the erection of 
86 four-apartment and 28 five-apartment beuses 
at Dimsdale-rd., Wishaw, at £112,600, _”' 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN - 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous: issues. s 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger. .(t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 
FEBRUARY 19. 

+Fishguard and Goodwick U.D.C.—50 houses 

at Wallis site. C. Dep. £4 4s. 
FEBRUARY 20. 
+Billesdon_R.D.C.—24 houses. Pick, Everard. 
Keay and Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

?* Blackburn C.B.—34 houses at Higher Croft 
estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. ; ; 

Wakefield R.D.C.—% houses at 7 sites. W. E. 
Massie, E. and S. Dep. £1 ls. 

rapasent “* Stalls F. 
+Droitwich T.C.—40 houses a alls Farm 
estate. G. L. Robinson, M-Inst.M. & Cy.E., 105, 
Friar-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 23. ; 
+*Epping U.D.C.—Four pairs houses at Bridge 
Hill. C. Dep. £2 2s. .Tenders by March 9. 
FEBRUARY 2%. 
Samford R.D.C.—8 houses and site works at 


al 


Capel St. Mary, Suffolk. Parmenter and Caston. 
Ceamtity Surveyors, 10a, Queen-st., Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


G 
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FEBRUARY 25. 
T.C.—73 houses at Mayesbrook 


+* Barking D oe 
ep. a 


estate. C. C. Shaw (F.), Boro’ A. 
Tenders by March 18. 

‘Billericay. U.D.C.—54 houses at Rectory-rd. 
site, Pitsea. H. B. Mayhew, S. Dep. £2 2s, 

B R.D.C.—Three pairs of houses at 
Thorpe Mandeville. Raymond C. White (F.), 
Ceely House, Church-st., Aylesbury. Dep, £2 2s 

Bridlington T.C. —Fight t and pogsihie 14 houses 
at Brookland-rd. B.E.’ Dep. £2 2s. 

Chester T. “ houses: +4 Circular- dr., Lache 
estate. City E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Chingford T.C.—120 houses, four pair of 
maisonettes and 10 bungalows. Hugh Watkin» 
and John Decker, Quantity Surveyors, 13, 
Grays Inn-sq., W.C.1L. 

Darfield U.D.C.—48 houses = North-st. 
tension. C. “Gtay. 8S. Dep. £2 

peer a €.C.—Clerk of Works. 

ingsbridge R.D.C.—10 houses in five pair 

Rie oy at — C. Brown (A.), Council 
Offices. Dep. £3 

Skipton R.D.C. > ent houses at pRarasped “av. 
site, Crosshills. E. & 8. Dep. £2 
Weston-super-Mare. —104 a fea ‘at Bour 
ville ieee No. 8 H. Re a Lloyd, ‘AMInst. 
C.E., B.E 


ex- 


iy . and a Dep. £ 
EBRUARY 26. 
wartioet uU. DC 8 houses at  Perry-st. 
estate. . and §. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 27. 
+Birmingham Water Dept.—Construction of 
large concrete and masonry dam on the River 
Claerwen. General Manager and_Secretary, 
Birmingham Water Dept., Council House. 
Chadderton U.D.C.—111 houses at Yew Trees 
site. F. W. Pexton (L.), Town Hall. Dep. 


£3 3s. 

*Ho T.C.—Block of 16 flats at Stapleton 
Hall-rd., Stroud Green. J. H. Melville Richards, 
B.E. and §. Dep. £2. 

*Oxford T.¢.— Foundations and services for 54 
Orlit houses at Barton No. 3 site, Headington. 
J. C. Riddell, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., City E & 8. 


FEBRUARY 28. 
at's ver T.C.—36 houses at Old Down —~d 
S. Offord, A.M.Inst.C.E., B.S. Dep. 


"amen U.D.C.—24 houses at Oxcroft- A 
estate. S. & Architect. Dep. £2 

*Bridgwater T.C.—78 houses at Gloucester-rd. 
extension. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Dunbar T.C.—Work in all trades for erec- 
tion of 120 houses. Burgh 8. Dep. £2 2s 

a U.D.C.—12 bungalows at Station- rd. S. 
De 2s. 
sattron Walden T.C.—(a) Two pairs houses 
at Sewards End; and (b) Two pairs at Little 
Walden. T.C. Dep. £1 1s. 

Tredegar U.D.C.—39 houses at Star See 
Dukestown. W. Edgar Jones, M.I.B.E s. 


Dep. £5 5s 
MARCH 1. 


*alton U.D.C.—118 houses in 5 groups at 
Auaies. G. ‘H. Webb, M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., 8. 


De 

Chatteris U.D.C.—20 houses at London-rd.- 
West-st. site. W. S. Hipwell, S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 2. 

+*Finsbury 8.C.—Applications invited from 
contractors wishing to undertake erection of 
flats in eight or four storeys, in reinforced 
concrete. aos 

*Wokingham T.C.—6 houses at Evendons-la. 
BS. Dep. £2 *). 


RCH 4 
Bury C.B.—164 Salen at Fairfield estate. 
B.E. Dep. £2. 

*iuntingdon E.C.—Kitchen and dining-room 
at Huntingdon school. T. H. Longstaff, County 
8. & A., Walden House, Huntingdon. 

*Manchester T.C.—Contract No. 10, 142 houses 
and cottage flats; Contract No. 11, 93 houses 
and oe flats. Housing Dept., Town Hall. 


Dep. £3 
*Wattord tford R.D.C.—18 houses at oar -Tise, 
Abbots Langley. E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s 
MARCH 6. 


*Haverhill U.D.C.—20 houses and eight bun- 
alows at Helions Park site. D. C. Denton- 
Smith (L.), 40, Regent-st., Cambridge. Dep. 


MARCH 7. 
Andover R.D.C.—16 pairs houses on 5 sites. 
F. Henshaw (F.), Westminster Bank-chrs., 
Andover. Dep. £2 2s. 


9. 
*gutton Coldfield T.6.—23 houses at Tower-rd. 
estate. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 11. 
Southport C. B.— Alterations 
welfare centre. -E. Dep. £1 


H 18. 
atlock U.D.C.—68 neues at Ott site. 
gn F. ae Lt gad 8. . £3 3s. 


Fareham U.D. on isa houses on 4 sites, E. 
and S., Westbury ee Fareham. Dep. £2 2s, 


Gloucester T.C.—38 ath at Podsmead - 
40 flatted eatin at Reservoir-rd. City A. 
ny £2 


4 Poulton-rd. 
1s. 


NO DATE. | 
Caithness C.C.—Applications invited for work 
in all trades for erection of 290 houses at 
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various sites. J. M. Henderson, County A., 
Wick. Dep. £1 1s. each schedule. 
Malton U,D.C.—48 houses on 3 sites. Guy D. 
Channon, Architect, Town Hall. -Dep. £2 2s. 
*Rickmansworth U.D.C.—57 houses at Bald- 


wins-la. site. Herbert Kenchington (F.),- 13, 
Crawford-st., Baker-st., W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Trowbridg e U.D.C.—-48 houses. Terence W. 


Snailum (F. * Pictor: & ‘Snailum,, Abbey-chrs., 


Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FEBRUARY 25. 
Maidstone 17.C.—Demolition of shelters, 
oo posts and emergency water tanks. 


FEBRUARY 26. 
Grimsby C.B.—Demolition and removal of 49 
street shelters. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 
FEBRUARY 28. 
Poole T.C.—Demolition and removal of defence 
works, B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2 
MARCH 4. 
*Blackburn C.B.—Demolition of 290 public 
- communal surface shelters. B.E. Dep. 
2 2s. ‘ 


MARCH 7. 
Billinge and Winstanley U.D.C.—Demolition 
and removal of shelters. §S. Dep. £1 1s. 


ra, By lie LIGHTING, 
ERIALS, ETC. 


peaauiny 25. 
Hucknall U.D.Cc.—S. 
aes lhe U.D.C.—E, and 8. 
Northumberland ©.C.—County 8. 
Runcorn U. D. C.—E. and §. 
cannuak’ 26. 
Croydon C.B.—B.E. 
Staffs C.c.—Coun ty §. 
Twickenham _ c. wl E. and 8. 
EBRUARY 27. 
Maidstone r.6.B 8. 
FEBRUARY 28. 
Cuckfield U.D.C.—S. 
oe T.C.—B.E. and 8. 
Derby C.C.—County S. 
Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—City 8. 
Tynemouth C.B.—B.S. 
MARCH 1, 
Billinge and Winstanley U.D.C.—S. 
Lettle R.D.C,—S. 
Morley T.C. =i E. 
Wanstead and Woodford B.C.—B.E. and S. 
MARCH 2, 
Bury C.B.—B.E. and S. 
irlam U.D.C.—E. and S. 
Whitchurch U.D.C.—S. 
MARCH 4. 
Dewsbury C.B.—B.E. 
East Ham 8.C.—T.C. 
Matlock U.D.C.—E. and S. 
Shrewsbury T.C.—B.S. 











Whenever your scheme 
calls for 


METAL WINDOWS 


built specially to suit your 
own requirements 
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February 15 1946 


RCH 
Liwchwr U.D.C. sglighias 8. 
Ogmore and Garw U.D.C. has and §. 
MARCH 


*Ealing T.¢.—External a of 484 ho 
C: W. Seddon, M.Inst.C.E., B.E. Dep. £1 10 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
FEBRUARY 22. 
t*Upholland U.D.C.—Roads and_sewers 4 
Hall Green site. Gornall and Wainwright, 
Chartered Architects, 8, Hardshaw-st., 


Helens. 
FEBRUARY 23. 

Thornbury R.D.C.—Roads and _ sewers at 
Patchway Common. Kainger and Rogers (FF), 
29, Rodney-rd., aerate ot Glos. Dep. £3 3s) 

UA 

tBilston T.C.—Laying of Se 4 miles of 

stoneware pipe and concrete tube sewers and 
B.E. 


T.0, 


a of 2 pumping stations, etc. 

ep 

a = 5-0. Marepop dressing of roads. 
8. 


Dep. 
FEBRUARY 27. 
Bathavon R. e C.—Roads and sewers at Whit. 
church site. Ce Axford, S., 9, Royal-cres,; 


Bath 
FEBRUARY 28. 
Poole T.C.—RKoads and sewers at Hamiltce, 
rd. J. R. ‘Teen A.M. Inst.C.E., B.E. and §, 


Dep. £2 2 
MARCH 1. 

Brighouse T.C.—Roads and sewers at Crov- 

trees-la. B.E. — -- mane £2 2s. 
H 4, 

c.c. — ered maintenance 
County §. 
C.—Roads and _ sewers at 
E. and S. Dep. 





Bucks 
strengthening works, 
Chesterfield R.D 
—" Central estate. 


MARCH 5. 

Southgate T.C.—Roads aaa sewers at Wade's 
Hill, Winchmore Hill. B.E, and S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 6. 

Bristol and District Group.—Koads 
sewers at Fonibened estate, Bristol. 
No. 4. City E Ly 8 £2 2s. 

RCH 8. 

Shifnal R.D. Pc of — approx, 
1,150 lin. yds. of 9-in. stoneware and 15-in. con. 
crete pipe foul and surface water sewers, etc. 
Willcox, Raikes —_ Marshall, 33, Gt. Charles. 
st., Birmingham, 3 Dep. £5 58. 

Wisbech T.C.—Construction of main sewer. 
piles, Raikes and Marshall, Birmingham, 3. 


Dep. £10 10s, 
MARCH 9. 
Upper Stour gValley Main Sewerage Board.) 
—Construction of about 410 yds. of 15-in. con- 
crete pipe sewer, etc. (Branch sewer No. 3). 
—" Plant Deeley. M.Inst.M. & C.E., 13, Church- 
, Stourbridge. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 18. 
Burnley pS Reena rection of 
system, Fulledge district. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 

Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Thosd 
marked t have been advertised in previous 


issues. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
tBootie C.B.—Senior Engineering Assistant. 
*Dover T.C.—Draughtsman or Tracing Clerk 
tEssex C.C.—Assistant Quantity Surveyor. 
P+ eran B.C.—Housing Repairs Fore 


and 


and 
Contract 


seweraga 


mt North Lines.—Joint Planning Committed 
Planning Officer. 

+Southborough U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 

tSwadiincote U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 


tWoking U.D.C.—Chief Town Plannin 
Assistant. 

FEBRUARY 26. 
*Rechdale C.B.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. 


FEBRUARY 
*Kesteven C.C. fo yt ed Assistant. 
*Leighten Buzzard U.D.C.—Clerk of Works 
FEBRUARY 28. 
*Barnstaple T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
*Folkestone T.C.—Building Inspector. 
*Kidsgrove U.D.C.—Two Clerks of Works. 
*Leeds T.C.—(1) Assistant Architects, Class 2 
(2) Assistant Architects, Class 3; (3)- “Assistant 
Architects, Class 4; (5) Assistant Architers 
Class 4a; (6) Assistant Surveyors, Class 2; 
Junior Assistant Surveyors, Class 4; (8) Assist 
ant Quantity Surveyors, Class 2; (9) Junio 
Assistant Plan Printer. 
*Oxford T.C.—Chief Architectural Assistant. 
*Southampton ©.B.—Clerk of Works. 
“West Sussex C.C,—Studio Master and Lec 
turer in Architectural Subjects. 
*Worthing T.C,.—Assistant Building Inspector 


MARC 

*East Ham C.B. —Architectural Assistants. 
*Huddersfield C.B.—(a) Quantity Surveyor 
(b) Senior Assistant Architect; (c) Archited 
tural Assistant; (d) Architectural Assistant 
(e) Archiectural Assistants. 4 

t+tNewcastle-on-Tyne E.C.—Chief Architecturd 
Assistant. 








*$u 
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tShrewsbury T.C.—Clerk of Works. é 
*Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—Two Assistant Quantity 
Surveyors, 
*West Suffolk C.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
MARCH 2 


*Ebbw Vale U.D.C.—Engineer, Surveyor and 
Architect. 
tEdmonton T.C. — Temporary 
Assistant, 
t8t. Albans T.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
3 


Engineering 


MAR . 
*Scarborough T.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
MARCH 4. 
Yc see C.B.—Two Architectural Assist- 
ants. 
UStantepegs C.B.—Senior Architectural Assist- 
ant. 
*Orpington U.D.C.—Architectural Assistant. 


*Worcs G.C.—Senior Draughtsman. 
R ‘ 
*Hastings C.B.—Stores Superintendent. 
MARCH 8. 

*Surrey ©.C.—(a) Assistant Architect, Class I ; 
(b) Assistant Quantity Surveyor, Class I; & 
Assistant Quantity Surteyor, Class II; (a) 
Maintenance Surveyor, Class If. Ps 


ARGH 16. 
*Kent E.C.—Head of Department of Building 


at Maine fT and County Planning. 
or own — 
Assistant Regional Planning Officers. 
MARCH 20. r ; 


*Inverness' C.C.—County Road Surveyor. © 
*Plymouth T.6.Depuly. City Architect, 
, .6.—Deputy City Archi 

NO DATE. 


*Colonial Government Appointment.—Indus- 
trial Instructor, Government of Taneegtkes 
*Colonial Government Appointment.—In- 


spector of Works, Water Development Dept., 
Government of Tanganyika. 
*Northern Polytechnic, N.7.—Senior Steward. 
*Northampton B.C.—Assistant Architect. 
*Notts C.C.—(a) Architectural Assistants; (b) 
Quantity Surveyors. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Ainwick.—R.D.C. to proceed with housing 
plans for 250 dwellings. Architect is Col. G. 
Reavel, Liuyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.—Rector, Rev. W. R. H. 
Hall and Parochial Council of Parish Church, 
propose schools, at £12,000. 

Birkenhead.—T.C. approved 492 houses at 
Mount estate for Housing Committee.—Allcock 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., propose works at 
Elgin-st. 

Bootle.—E.C. propose central kitchen, dining- 
room and scullery at Thornton-av.—Committee 
< aM On Propose hostel at Stanley-rd., at 

Bury.—T.C. approved garage’ and*“-filling 
station_at. Walmersley-rd., Spurrier, for Glaze- 
brook, Ltd., Petroleum; Products. 

Cardift.—C. ._ Elkes. & -Sons,. Ltd., Dove 
Valley Bakeries, Leek, propose modern factory 
at Pengam. 

Chester.—T.C. approved: 40 houses and _ flats 
at. Browns-la., Handbridge, for Duke of West- 
minster; extensions for Dee Cestrion and Lay- 
cock’s, Ltd, 

Coventry.—Board of Governors of Coventry & 
Warwickshire Hospital, Stoney Stanton-la., 
approved plans by W. S.. Hattrell (F.), 1, 
Queen’s-rd., for rebuilding scheme, at £100,000. 

Doncaster.—Tennant Bros., Ltd., brewers, 
Bridge-st., Sheffield, propose hotel at junction 
of Thorne-rd. and Armthorpe-la. 

Felling (Co, Durham),—Plans prepared for 238 
houses at High-la. estate. 

Garstang.—Lancashire E.C. propose erection 
of residential school for delicate children, at 


Leyton.—T.C. approved rebuilding factory at 
Lea Bridge-rd., for City Knitwear, Ltd. 

Liv .—E.©. propose Secondary school at 
Hillfoot Hey estate; erection of dining-rooms 
and buildings for offices and bicycles at Liver- 
pool Collegiate school. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Additions to 
works, at Colliery-la., Clayton, for Clayton 
Aniline Co., Ltd.; additions to factory, Upper 
Choriton-rd., for Trakanen Bros. 

Manchester.—E.C. propose: Completion of 
College of Technology extensions, Whitworth- 
st., Bradshaw, Gass & Hope (FF.), architects, 
19, Silverwell-st., Bolton; erection of school at 
Crossacres, Wythenshawe. G. E. Tonge, archi- 
tect, 138, Roe-la., Southoprt, for cinema and 
shops, at Warwick-st. and Denmark-rd., for 
W. Parkes. P. Cummings (F.), 16, Oxford-st., 
architect for factory at Arthur-st. and Bank-st., 
Hulme, for Samuel Bros.. 

Maryport.—Herts ‘Welding, Ltd., propose 
factory. 

Mossley.—A. Deane. builder, Roker Park-av., 
a propose developing site for housing 
estate, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Deuchar, Ltd., Eldon- 
sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect hotel at Lons- 
dale-ter., West Jesmond. 

Neweastle-on-Tyne. — W. Stockdale, 73, 
Howard-st., North Shields, is architect for 
garage and warehouse at Eldon-pl,, for Moody 

Evans, Ltd., Green Market, Newcastle.— 


R. S. Offord, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., E 
*Blackmore | 
£232,358 (subject to M.H. approval). 
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Cackett, Burns, Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison- 
pl., Newcastle, are architects for bottle store at 
Albion-row, for Domestos, Lid.—City Council 
propose 1,000 houses and shops at Kenton. 

Neweastle-under-Lyme.—R. Scrivener & Sons, 
4, Wellesley-st., Shelton, are architects for hotel 
at Talke-rd.; Enderley’ Mills (1922), Ltd., pro- 
pose clothing factory. 

Rowley Regis.—T.C. propose 240 houses at 
Thorne-rd. estate, at £261,329. 

ao gy ogg propose 76 houses at Withy- 
brook, Shilton, Monks Kirby, etc. 

Salford.—E.C. propose special school at Clare- 
mont Farm estate. 

South Shields.—B.E. prepared scheme for 106 
houses. Plans to be prepared for block of flats 
at Wellington-st. 

Swynnerton.—Staffs E.C. propose emergency 
training college far teachers, at £80,000. 

Wallsend.—Cackett, Burns, Dick & McKellar 
21, :Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are archi- 
tects for a factory for Metal Box Co., Ltd, (I. 
A. Hodgson & Co., Ltd.), Heaton, Newcastle. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes-recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{i Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
' departments. 
Andover.—26 houses at for T.C. 
. & S.: 

Andover, 


Farr-av., 


Bros., Croye Estate, 
Bathavon.—46 houses at Coombe Down, for 

R.D.C.: {Building Industry of Bath and Dis- 

trict, £68,573 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Broadstairs.—22 houses at junction of North- 
down-rd. and Westover-rd., St. Peter’s: *W. H. 
Jarrett, Margate, £20,900. 

Camberwell.—Erection of two huts and _inci- 
dental works for rehousing office staff, for B.C. - 
*M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., Haredon House, London- 
rd., N. Cheam, Surrey, £5,514 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Houses 
U.D.C. L. V. Gordon, M.B.E., B,Sc., A.M.LC.E., 
E. & 8. 24 at Tillingdown Hill, Caterham: *B. 
Clifford, Ltd., 7-11, High-st., Croydon, £23,239; 
20 at Crewer-la., Warlingham: *B. Clifford, 
Ltd., 28,709; 44 permanent prefabricated 
houses on three estates: *James Crosby, Ltd., 
Coronation, Works, Coronation-rd., Park Royal, 
N.W.10, £52,282. 


Connah’s Quay.—60 houses at Clough estate, 
.M. Cy.E., 


M.R.San.., S.: *W. S. Butler, King George. 
Fe enna, Chester, £61,200; street footpaths, 


for 


, Devizes.—Conversion’ of Hillworth House into 
six tenements, for T.C. A. W. Jakeway, B.S.: 
*L. Maslen & Sons, Lid:, Deyizes, £2,337. 

Devizes.—12 houses at Brickley-la. site, for 

.C. W. Herbert Bateman, M.Inst.C.E. (L.), 
F.S.I, Batheaston, Bath, architect: *W. E. 
Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, £12,399 (subject 
to approval of M.H.). 

Durham.—101 houses for City Council. W. J. 
Greene, City E.: *J. W. White (Contractors), 
Ltd., Sunderland, £106,950 (revised contract). 

Esher.—Eight cottages off Covents-rd., Clay- 
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ate, for U.D.C. E. & 8.: *F. W. Wood, 17, 
olesey Park-rd., West Molesey, £6,500. 
Farnworth.—Additional classrooms at_Gram- 
mar school, for Lancashire E.C. G. N. Hill 
(F.), County A., County Offices, Preston: 
*W. Lionel Gray (1933), Ltd., Hospital-bidgs., 
Farnworth, £1,120. . 
Godmanchester.—10 houses at Grove housing 
estate, for T.C. FP, G. Lane, B.E. & S., Lea and 


milner, Huntingdon: ‘*Pettits, Ltd.. God- 
manchester, £32,941. 4 

Kei : -~14 housés at Pytchley, for R.D.C.: 
*k. C. Tann, Wi -st., Finedon, Welling- 


borough, £16,152. C 

Liverpool.— jorks for T.0. L, H. Keay (F.), 
City A. Internal inting at Quarry Bank 
High school: *W. H. Snow, Ltd., 59, Belmont- 
rd., Anfield 6, £1,397; external painting of 
schools: *Worthingtons (Contractors), _ re 
Aigburth-st. 17, £2,859; *W. Clarkson, Mill-rd., 
Anfield 6, £1,075; *W. A. Macdonald & Co., 157, 
Breckfield-rd., North 5, £1,359. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended February 

Heating and hot-water installation: Rowells 
(1924), Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne 2. / 

General maintenance work : Jellings (Builders), 
Ltd., Peterborough; E. J. Logan, London, 
S.W.15; Dudley Coles, Hartley, Plymouth ; J. F. 
Booth & Sen, Banbury, Oxon; A. _N. Coles 
(Contraétersy, ‘Ltd., Plymouth; F. Rendell & 
Sons, Ltd. Devizes, Wilts ; Downing an ,.& 
Bent. Ltd., Chippemham,-Wilts; Sherfield Bros., 
Farnham, Surrey; ‘ Brown ‘& Son (Building 
Contractors), Ltd., Stranraer. 

Building Ms ak : T. H. Kingerlee & Sons, Ltd., 
Oxford. A : 
14.0.0 Gopisects pisged by M.O.W. during 
week in, ebruary_7:— 

te By: Srnases, Seco houses, Lavender 
MeMillan, Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., Wor- 
cester Park, Surrey; Bermondsey, Seco houses, 
W. J. Mitchell and Son, Ltd., 88, Dulwich 
Village, London, S.E.21; Mount Pleasant, re- 
instatement of parcels office, John Greenwood, 
Ltd., King William-st. House, Arthur-st., Lon- 
don, E.C.4. Aberdeen: Inverurie, canteen, 
kitchen and dining-hall, James Blake, Ltd.,: 7, 
Albyn-terr., Aberdeen. Cambs: Chatteris, Seco 
houses, J. Chapman and Sons, Ltd. (Builders), 
Knighton Junction Works. Leicester. Ches: 
Ellesmere Port, Arcon and Tarran houses, Cart- 
wright Bros. (Little Sutton), Ltd., Dudleston- 
rd., Little Sutton, Wirral. Cornwall: Saltash, 
housing sites, E. Thomas (Public Works Con- 
tractors), Kings-av., Falmouth. Devon: Ply- 
mouth, U.S.A. and Seco houses, A. N._ Coles 
(Contractors), Ltd., Sutton-rd., Plymouth, Devon. 
Durham: Blaydon, central kitchen, Robt. Had- 
son and Sons (Contractors), Ltd., St. Marks- 
cres., Sunderland. Essex: Braintree and Bock- 
ing, Tarran houses, J. E. Rogerson, Quadrant- 
arcade Offices, Romford, Essex. Flintshire: 


nnah’s Quay, Arcon houses. Pochin’s (Man- 
pane tds Dunham. Mount, Dunham-td., 
Bowdon: Glamorgan: Neath, Arcon houses, 


Thomas Cole and Sons, Ltd., Bridge-st.-chambs., 
Neath, Glamorgan. -Herts: Hemel Hempstead, 
housing sites, . A. Dawson, Ltd., Whitefield- 
rd.. Sundon Park, Luton, 
Kent: Chislehurst and 
Fordyce _Bros., = Cee, Orpingsm. 
Kent; Farnborough, superstructures, . 
Wimpey and Co.. Ltd., Tilehouse-la., Denham, 
Middx. Lancs: Liverpool, Seco houses, Tysons 
(Contractors), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool; Black- 
ool, kitchen, Wm. Liversay and Sons, Lid., 
Nova Scotia Saw Mills, Blackburn; Blackburn, 
kitchen, T. Varley and Sons, Ltd., Accrington- 
rd., Whalley, tr. Blackburn; Great Harwood, 
Arcon houses, W. J. Wool Cronshaw, Ltd., Pump- 
st., Blackburn; Ramsbottom, Arcon houses, 
James Greenwood, Ltd., Huntley Brook, Bury, 
Lancs; Orrell, aluminium houses, A. Brett_(Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Grimsargh, Preston, Lanes; 
Bootle, ‘aluminium houses, Greenwood Bros. 
(Builders); Ltd., Longshaw-st., Warrington, 
Lancs; Liverpool, Telephone exchange, James 
Tomkinson and " ., 22, Roscommon-st., 
Lines: Stamford, Spooner houses, 
Brick and Sons, 32, Br t., Stamford. 
Middx: Twickenham, Arcon houses, C. R. Davis 
(Builder); Orchard: Estate, Shepperton-on- 
Thames. Feltham, Arcon houses, Taylor Wood- 
row Construction Co., Ltd., Ruislip-rd., Southall, 
Middx. Monmouthshire: Newport, Arcon houses, 
John Mor, (Builders), Ltd., Northumberland 
e, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. _ Somerset: 
Watchet, Seco houses, H. Hoak ings. Curry Rivel, 
Taunton, Somerset. Staffs: Wolverhampton, 
Kitchen. East Midland Construction Co., Lower 
Green, Tipton, Staffs. Sussez: Pepsico. Seco 
houses, Y. J. Lovell and Sons, Ltd. (Builders), 
London-rd., East Grinstead. Warwickshire: 
Warwick, Tarran houses, Bosworth and Wake- 
ford, Ltd London-rd., Willenhal . 


Sidcup, housing sites, 


all, 


Yores: Oldbury, aluminium houses, W. B. an 
ron Saunt Rookery-rd.. Handsworth. Bir- 


Ss 
i . Yorks: Shipley, Spooner houses, 
Pega trirst and Sons, Bradford-td., Birken- 
shaw. ui 

r  Dept.).—Works _ contracts 
Glondon (Wa ept. pi 


placed by War Dept. for week i 
2:— 


“Oafordshire: Miscellaneous work. W..& A. 
Collieeun Banbury, Oxon. Surrey : Miscellaneous 
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work, Henry T. Hill & Son, Ltd., Farnborough, 
Hants. Hampshire : Miscellaneous work, Brazier 
& Son, Southampton. 
Manchester.—Completion of College of Techno- 
logy, Whitworth-st., for E.C, Bradshaw Gass 
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THE BUILDER 


& Hope (FF.), 19, Silverwell-st., Bolton: *John 
Dickinson & Co. (Builders), Ltd., Fairclough- 
st., Bolton (estimated cost, £264,000). 

Middleton.—56 additional soe a . Moorclose 
estate, for T.C. J. Pollard (L.), : *Ashton 
Smethurst (Builders), Ltd., iMield iy Middle- 
ton, £58,697. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of factory at 
Benton, for Macleans, Ltd., tonic water manu- 
facturers: *I. Clements & Sons, Selborne-gdns., 
Newcastle. 

Northallerton. 14 houses at Crosby-rd. site, 
for U.D.C.: *Moody Bros., East Side, North- 
allerton, £15,160 (revised tender). 

Portsmouth .—Repair and reconstruction ‘of 
mass and reinforced concrete quay walls an 
incidental works at Camber, for T.C. City 

S.: *Ree a Ltd., 2, Roileston-st., 
Salisbury, F960 


alisbury. —72 an at The Drove, West 
Farnham, for T.C. S. R. Little, B.Sc., 
A.M.Inst.C.E., M.Inst, & Cy.E.: tCrosby & “a 
Ltd., Lion Works, Farnham, Surrey, £87,46 
woelhy: —50 houses at Abbot’ s-rd., for U 
J. Kay, A.M.Inst.C.E., E.: *R. K. 
(Beal), Ltd., Beal, nr. Goole, £49,000. 

Sheffield. Works for T.C. W. G. Davies 
(F.), City. A. Extensions at ni taining 
College: *R. Hutchinson, Ltd. ondon-rd 
£4,525; 124 non-parlour type houses wi Parson 
Cross estate (part 2) scheme 5/2: ry Boot 
& Sons, Ltd., Banner Cross Hall, “Bateailed 
South, £130, 243 (both of Sheffield). 

Shepton Mallet.—40 houses, for U.D.C.  G. 
Eric Mitchell, A.R.I.B.A., Wells, 
*Carter & White, High-st., Shepton Mallet, 
£35, 696 (20); *Melhuish & Saunders, 74, High- 

Wells, £11,970 (10); *J. Biddiscombe & Son, 
Wansneee Shepton Mallet, £11,774 (10). 

Slough. —54 houses, for B.C.: *¥. J. Lovell & 
Son, Ltd., Gerrards Cross, £56,965. 

South Shields.—Rebuilding houses at South 
Taylor-st., and Lascelles-av.: *G. Thornton & 
Sons, Porchester- st., South Shields. 

Stockport.—50 additional houses at Bridge 
Hall site ms ap W. F. Gardner, B:S.: 
*wWw. G. West, , Great Underbank, Stockport. 
£48,550. 

Stourbridge.—50 houses at Rufford estate. for 

.C. G. N. Maynard, B.S.: *J. Taylor & 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., Hay Green- ja., Lye ; 
*J. V. Kendrick, Cemetery- rd., Lye; *E. R. R. 
Tooby, Cathcart- rd, (estimated cost, £60,662). 

Tavistock.—28 houses at Crelake housing 
scheme No. 1, for U.D.C._W. E. Colston, §,: 
*Tavistock Groap of Five, Tavistock, £1,182 15s. 
per house. 

Tonbridge.—44 houses, for R.D.C.: *L. C. 
Thorpe, £12,097 (five pairs at Bidborough) ; 
*G. & F. Penn, Ltd., £18,760 (eight pairs at. Mat- 
field); *E. J. Woodgate, £21,422 (nine pairs at 
Horsmonden). 


Bae 


Somerset: 




















February 15 1946 


Tunbridge Wells.—114 houses at Powdermill- 
la. estate, for T.C. H. P. Bishop, M.Inst.C.E., 
B.S. and Water E.: *F. K. Yeates, Ltd., Long- 
meads, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells, £151,548. 

Wallsend.—For extensions and adaptations at 
Government Training Centre: *T. Clements « 
Sons, Selborne-bdns., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Warrington.—50 houses at Capesthorne-rd. 
estate, for T.C. J. Y. Hughes, B.S., Municipal- 
bldgs., Bank Park: *W. L. Challiner, Warring- 
ton, £45, 581. 

Wells.—Erection of 58 houses, for City Coun- 
cil. G. Eric Mitchell, A.R.I.B.A., City EB. & S., 
Chartered Architect: *John Knox (Bristol), 
Ltd., Coronation-rd., Bristol 3, £53,444 (48, in- 
clusive of site works) ; *James A. Pope, South- 
st., Wells, £6,610 (six houses, inclusive of site 
works) ; *J.M. Hillier, 12, West- st., Wells, £4,480 
(four houses, inclusive of site works). 
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